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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

HOSPITALS.

As to Salaries, Patients, Biflding
improvemnts, etc.

Mr-. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) What weekly salary is received by
the manager or secretary of the Perth, Fre-
mantle, Kalgoorlie, Wooroloo, Children's
Hospitals, and the Hospital for the Insane,
respectively?9

(2) What weekly salary is received by
medical superintendents and R.M.O.'s at
each of these hospitals?

(3) Will he table a draft copy showing
the terms and conditions of appointment of
medical superintendents and 1LM.O.'s at
each of these hospitals?

(4) Will he ascertain the salary of super-
intendents of hospitals having a daily bed
average of 130 to 150, and 150 to 200
patients in Queensland, New South Wales,
Victoria, South Australia and 'Western Aus-
tralia ?

(5) What number of out-patients are
treated yearly at the Perth, Fremnantle, Kal-
goorlie and Children's Hospitals?

(6) 'What are the respective detailed
duties of the medical superintendent at
Perth, Fremantle, Kalgoorlie and Child-
ren's Hospitals?

(7) How many R.M.O. 's are there at
the Perth, Kalgoorlie, Fremantle and Chil-
dren's Hospitals?

(8) What is the daily bed average at the
Perth, Fremantle, and Kaigoorlie, and
Children's Hospitals?

(9) What is the anticipated amount to
he expended on improvements, etc., at Pin-
jarra, Dwellingul) and Yarloop 9

(10) When are~ building operations to be
commenced at each of these centres?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Annual Salaries-Gross-Manager,

Royal Perth, £1,152; secretary, Royal Perth,
£699; manager, Children's, £904; managing
secretary, Fremantle, £723; managing sec-
retary, Hospital for the Insane, £751; sec-
retary, Wooroloo Sanatorium, £619; secre-
tary, Kalgoorlie, £600.

(2) Annual Salaries-Medical Staff-
Perth: Medical superintendent, £1,250; as-
sistant medical superintendent, £600, plus
B. and L.; two registrars, £475, plus B. and
L. plus £25 bonus after 12 months; one
registrar, £525, plus B. and TL. plus £E25
bonus after 12 months; one registrar, £577,
plus B.
months;
plus B.
months;
plus B.
months;
plus B.
months.
tendent.

and L. plus £25 bonus after 12
11 junior resident I\LOs, £260,
and L. plus £E25 bonus after 12
one junior resident M.O., £312,
and L. plus £25 bonus after 12
four junior resident M.O. 's, £350,
and L. plus £25 bonus after 12
Children's: One medical superin-

£1,075, plus free quarters, fuel,
light, water, gas, laundry; one senior
R.'MO., 2nd year, E500, plus B. and L. plus
£25 bonus after 12 months; one senior
11.O.., 1st year, £452, plus B. and L. plus
£25 bojus after 12 months; one junior
R.M.O., 2nd year, £350, plus B. and L. plus
£25 bonus after 12 months; three junior
R.M.O.'s, 3rd. year, £450, plus B. and L.
plus £25 bonus after 12 months; one junior
R.M.O., 3rd year, £502, plus B. and L. plus
£C253 bonus after 12 months. Fremantle:
One medical superintendent, £800; one
registrar, £400, plus keep plus £25 bonus
after 12 months; two junior R.M.O.'s, £260,
plus keep and £25 bonus after 12 months;
vacant-deputy medical superintendent,
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£400, plus keep; one junior R.M.O. Hospi-
tal for Insane: inspector general, £1I,508;
medical superintendent, Claremont, £1,282;
medical superintendent, Heatheote, £1,087;
assistant medical officer, class 1, £1,035; as-
sistant medical officer, class 2, £E905; assist-
ant medical officer, class 2, £0905; assistant
medical officer, class 2, £905. Wooroloo
Sanatorium: One medical superintendent,
£1,087; one assistant medical superintend-
ent, £944; one senior H.M.O., £905; one
junior R3LMO., £4530, plus £25 bonus after
12 months' service; vacant-one senior
R.3M.O. Kalgoorlie: One HALO., part time,
£383 per annum, right of private practice.

(3) No.

(4) No.

(5) Outpatient Attendances - Perth,
138,303; Fremantle, 28,732; Children's,
67,206; Kalgoorlie, 1,059.

(6) Ordinary duties of R.M.O. full time;
in Kalgoorlie part time.

(7) R.MA's-Pcrtb, 22; Children's, 8:
Fremantle, 4; hospitals for insane, 7;
Wooroloo, 4; Kalgoorlie, 1 (part time).

(8) Bed average;, year ended 30/6/48-
Perth, 405.0; Fremantle, 168.1; Children's,
189.6; Kalgoorlie, 150.5.

(9) Anticipated Expenditure-Pinjarra,
£C16,200; Dwdllingup, £8,605; Yarloop,
£12,040.

(10) *Iinjarrji, started; IDwellingup, de-
tails still under consideration; Yarloop,
shortly.

GOLUMINING.
(a) As to Subsidising Prodution.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Mines:

(1) Does he know that the Canadian Gov-
ernment is making emergency payments to
its goldmining industry?7

(2) Has he, taken any steps in order to
find out on what basis this bonus is being
made available to Canadian gold producers?

(3) If inquiries have been made, what
was the result7

(4) Is he aware that the Government of
Southern Rhodesia proposes, subsidising all
gold produced in the colony by paying an
extra 27s. 6d. per fine ounce, as an addi-
tional payment to low grade mines already
in receipt of the full subsidy of £2 per fine
ounce?

(5) Will he explain how Canada an(
Southern Rhodesia are in a position to pal
their respective goidmining- industries
subsidy while the Western Australian Stati
Government denies the industry in this Stat
similar assistancel

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING replied

(1) Yes
(2) Yes.
(3) Matter discussed fully with Primi

Minister.
(4) Yes.

(5) The State Government has mnad(
vigorous approaches to the Commonwealti
Government, which by its own laws is thi
sole market for gold in Australia, to cithei
increase the price of gold, permit producer:
to sell on the open world market, or sub.
sidise producers.

The Commonwealth Government has em,
phatically refused to increase the price, oi
open the market.

it is still giving consideration to the mat.
ter of subsidising individual marginal pro,
ducers, and the State Government is uou
awaiting its decision, add it is the Corn
monwealth {iovernment and not the Staht
Government that denies the industry thf
similar assistance.

(b) As to Assistaune to Low-Grade Mines

Mr. TRIAT asked the Minister represent.
ing the Minister for Mines:

Will hie please advise the House whal
reply be has had to the request passed b.N
this House for ways and means to be found
to work low grade gold on's in Western
Australia?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING replied:
Negotiations are still proceeding with thE

Prime Minister and great pressure has bees
brought to bear to get assistance to enabhk
low grade mines to open up and others ft
continue, also to avoid the necessity of
mining only the high grade ore,

CHARCOAL-IRON ANTD WOOD)
DISTILLATION INDUSTRY,

As to Productiow.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter for Industrial Development:

(1) What are the main reasons ifor the
delay in completing the wood distillation
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section of the Wundowie charcoal iron in-
dustry?

(2) When is that section likely to be
completed and in full production?

(3) What is the present daily rate of
charcoal iron production at WVundowie?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Coppersmiths employed on the manu-

facture of distillery equipment were trans-
ferred to work on equipment'for the Royal
Perth Hospital and the wood distillation
section has been delayed to the extent of
the time taken to complete the coppersmith-
ing required by the hospital.

(2) At the end of this year.
(3) Twenty tons-seven days a week.

WOOROLOO SANATORIUM PATIENTS.

As to Free Railway Passes to Near
Relatives.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter for Railways:

Is he yet in a position to reply to my
request regarding the question of making
free railway passes available to near rela-
tives of patients in the Wooroloo Sana-
toriumn, to enable those relatives to travel
periodically to arnd from the sanatorium?

The MINISTER replied:
The matter is still under consideration.

RAILWAYS.
As to "Cyclone" Spark Ar rester.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Is it considered that the ''Cyclone''
spark arrester has proved satisfactory?9

(2) Is it the intention (as previously an-
nounced) to have all coal-burning locomo-
tives equipped with tbis device before the
coming harvest?

(3) Has the Loco. Drivers' Union com-
plained that this spark arrester retards the
steaming qualities of the engines to such
an extent that it prevents the punctual
running of trains, and that the cinders
thrown from the smoke-box are seriously
affdting the eyes of the enginemen i

The MINISTER replied:
(1), (2) and (3) Owing to statements

that were made to me recently when I at-
tended a meeting of the Northamn branch
of the Locomotive Engine Drivers' Union,

serious doubt has heen thrown on the effi-
ciency of the "Cyclone'' spark arrester. In
some eascs it does not interfere with the
steaming qualities of the locomotive and it
deals effectively with the sparks, while in
other cases neither of these results are ob-
tainable.

As soon as this matter was brought under
my notice, arrangements were made to have
a test conducted on engines selected by the
drivers, and this is being carried out at
Northam to-day.

Every opportunity is being afforded the
Locomotive Drivers' Union to bring any
matters they desire before those conducting
the test.

Should, unfortunately, it be proved that
the complaints of the Locomotive Drivers'
Union are correct, and that any doubt is
thrown on the effectiveness of the spark
arresters, then all those already flited to
engines will be tested, with a view to hav-
ing any defects remedied at the earliest
possible moment.

ASSOCIATED YOUTH COMMITTEE.

As to Attempted Exclusion of Eureka
League.

Mr. GRAHlAM asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is he aware of the move recently
made and further attempts to be made to
exclude the Eureka Youth League from
the Associated Youth Committee of the
National Fitness Council?

(2) Does he concur with these attempts1

(3) If so, is it the intention that mem-
bership of the Committee should be gov-
erned by political considerations?

(4) If not, what steps does he contein-
plate in order to prevent such a possibilityI

(5) In any event, is it his intention to
take action to prevent the expulsion of the
Eureka Youth League?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) 1 have been informed of the move

recently made to exclude the Eureka Youth
League from the Associated Youth Com-
mittee of the National Fitness Council.

(2) Under the Constitution of the A.Y.C.,
the concurrence of the Minister is not re-
quired. I would refer the bon. member to
rul D (3) of the constitution of the A.Y.C.,
as shown in Appendix "D" of the report
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of the National Fitness Council recently
supplied to every bon. member of this House.
The A.Y.C. is a co-ordinating body of all
voluntary organisations concerned with
youth training in the State, and the groups
associated cover practically every facet of
political and religious thought, having been
built tip over the past eight years on clear
understandings (a) that the objective is to
form a medium through which the Govern-
ments of the State and Commonwealth can
assist voluntary organisations in the de-
velopment of youth work on the lines of the
British Government's service to youth; and
(b) that the voluntary groups in no way
come under the domination of the Govern-
ment. It will be seen from Appendix "'D'
mentioned above that the constitution of
the .Y.C. makes the inclusion and exclu-
sion of nmemubers subject to the decision of
the other members of the Association. Any
constitutional move made by one of the
voluntary organisations to remove or admit
any group does not require the approval or
disapproval of the Minister. A two-thirds
majority is required to expel a member
roup, as shown in rule fl (3) and I ani

informed that at a recently duly constituted
meeting this was not secured.

(3) No, but I nam further informed that
the basis of the arguments used in favour
of the motion for expulsion of the E.Y.L.
was that of incompatibility on two grounds,
namely, belief in God and loyalty to the
Crown and British Commonwealth, and that
although nine groups voted against the mo-
tion for expulsion, none of the groups sup-
ported the E.Y.L. 's platform or policy.

(4) None, in view of the position dis-
closed in the answers to questions (2) and
(3).

(5) No, for the reasons given in answer
to question (2).

FRUIT CASES.

As to Breakages During Shipment.

Mr. HOAR asked the 'Minister for For-
ests:

(1) Has his attention been drawn to the
deplorable condition of great numbers of
Western Australian hardwood fruit eases
on their arrival in the United Kingdom?

(2) That arising out of two shipments
of fruit to the United Kingdom in April
this year, no less than 6,000 kerni and jar-

rah eases split to such an extent under ordi-
nary handling as to necessitate special
coopering, and that it is feared the total
breakages will approximate 10 per cent.?

(3) That as a result of this and other
breakages the reputation Western Austra-
lian hardwood cases enjoyed before the war
is fast disappearing, and unless action is
taken immediately, will seriously react on
the reputation of Western Australian fruit?

(4) Will he cause an inquiry to he held
into the quality of timber now being used
for fruit cases, including also the thickness
of top boards and the quality of nails used?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) to (4) A report has been received
fromt London by the Department of Com-
merce and Agriculture that breakages have
occurred. As a result of this, doubly wirng
of jarrab boxes for the United IKingdom
has been adopted.

The problem of fruit cases to-day is not
directly one of quality so much as one of
quantity. They are in short supply because
of lack of manpower in the timber in-
dustry.

Top board thickness is sufficient, but
some trouble has been experienced through
faulty sawving in some new mills.

The quality of the nails is satisfactory,
but insufficient cement-coated nails, which
do not draw so easily, have been available.
Also, owing to a general shortage of nails,
shorter nails than the correct length had to
be used. Inquiries are being made for addi-
tional supplies.

LOTTERIES CO-MMISSION.

,As to Grants to Red Cross Society.

Mr. YATES asked the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Police:

(1) Has the Lotteries Commission in
Western Australia made grants to the Red
Cross Society?

(2) If so, on how many occasions, and
what was the total amount granted?

The MINISTER FOR HOL'SING replied:

(1) Yes, to the Red Cross Blood Trans-
fusion Service.

(2) 1936, £50; 1939, £350; 1948, £1,400.
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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Second Day.

Debate resumed from the 22nd July.

HON. F. T. S. WISE (Giascoyne) [4.45]:
Mr. Speaker, I will not make any comment
of the kind that has often been expressed by
Opposition members to Governments in re-
gard to the Lieut.-Oovernor's Speech contain-
ing very few reasons why Parliament should
be called together; because, knowing from
my own experience the origin of the Speeches
which His Excellency is pleased to deliver
to us and the summons which the Usher of
the Black Rod conveys to us to proceed to
hear the Speech, I think that every Gov-
ernor's Speech is a subject of great interest
and merits considerable study. Sometimes
the Speeches are very disappointing so far
as members' anticipations arc concerned, andi
sometimes they show the urge of a Govern-
nient to put the best side to London in order
to prepare for what might eventuate during
the session. But I think that is a wrong
attitude to adopt. I have always thought
that a Governor's Speech does contain
something worthy of the closest scrutiny.
On this occasion it is my intention to con-
fine my remark;, however brief or however
long they may be, to three or four matters
dealt with in the Speech and to matters
relevant thereto. The three or four subjects
I have in mind deal -with food production
and the British Food Mission, sundry
references to land development, soil surveys
and the like, and housing construction, par-
ticularly the effective building rate.

As to food production and the British
Food Mission, I desire to approach this
subject from the point of view of nutri-
tional standards which have been the study
of all nations for very many years. So far
as Australia is concerned, the subject was
first stressed by our representative-then
Mr. Bruce-at the League of Nations Con-
ference in 1935. Mr. Bruce emphasised
very strongly the need for international
action to he taken to improve the wellbeing
of all nations by a study of nutritional
standards. From that stage, the matter was
taken up by a body associated with the
Health Departments of the State and of
the Commonwealth. Later on, particularly
under the stress of wartime rationing, the
National Nutritional Council operated in

Australia. In my view, that Council did an
excellent job and rendered great service to
the Australian community by examining all
types of citizens in all walks of life in order
to ascertain what exactly were the elements
in which Australians were sub-standard
nutritionally.

The council made a report, which I would
recommend all members to study. It states
in clear language what are the deficiencies
generally to he acknowledged in Australian
citizens so far as food in concerned. It also
gives one an opportunity to measure what
chance there is of expanding Australia's
agriculture in order to meet Australia's
nutritional requirements. Their evidence
showced that to provide 2 / pints of milk per
week to every citizen accessible to supplies;
to supply the neessary citrus fruits, of
whicE: Australians eat far too little, and to
supply the necessary berry fuits which con-
tain vitamins vital to complete health, would
require about 10.000 man units in the ease of
dairy farming for milk, and 1,000 farmers
in the case of both citrus and berry fruits.

That is an interesting, comment made by
authoritative people and shows that Aus-
traliis, after all, are a remarkably well fed
people, and that so far as a perfect nutri-
tional balance is concerned it would not
appreciably increase land occupation and
successful settlement if they reached maxi-
muic proportions in the food they consume.
A very interesting development to that
point of view was raised at the conference
at Hot Springs, which was an international
conference on food and agriculture, held
during the war years, in 1943. The
report of the Hot Springs conference,
although to some extent idealistic, is one
which all nations promised to study. They
also promised to endeavour to put the
recommendations into effect. The origrinal
recommendations are interesting and in
1943 it was hoped they would he realised.
They arc contained in the report as fol-
lows .-

This confercuce, mneeting in the midst of the
grea~test war ever waged, and in full confidence
of victory, has considered the world problemis
of food and agriculture and. declares its belief
that the goal of freedom from want of food,
suitable and adequate for the health and
strength of all peoples, can be achieved.

.The first task is to complete the winning
of the war and to deliver millions of people
from tyranny and from hunger. During the
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period of critical shortage' in the aftermath of
war, freedom from hunger can be achieved,
only by urgent andI concerted efforts to econ-
cimise, consumption, to inereas supplies and
distribute them to the best advantage.

2. Thevreafter we must equally concert our
efforts to win and maintain freedom from fear
and freedlom front want. The one cannot be
achieved without the other.

3. There has never been enough food for the
health of all people. This is justiflid neither by
ignorance nor by the harshness of Nature. Pro-
dut-tion of food must be greatly expanded; we
now have knowledge of the means by which
this ean he done. It requires 'imagination and
firm will on the part of each Government and
people to make use of that knowledge.

The conference concluded its, recommenda-
tions by saing-

5. The primairy responsibility lies with ecct
nation for seeing thait its own people have the
fond needeil for life, and health;, steps to this
cad are for national determinatiou. But each
nation can fully achieve its goal only if all
work together.

Those expressed opinions, if possible of in-
ternational achievement, would constitute
one of the most desirable objects ever
sought by civilised man. They would bring
about a condition of things, internationally,
embodying- not only a freedom from fear
and freedom froin want, but freedom from
war. The nations which have dealt with the
considerations of the Hot Springs. confer-
ence really believe, I think, that although
the recommendations are very unlikely of
achievement, we could go a long way to-
wards that end if goodwill and determina-
tion for international good feeling were
eng-endered, and nations thereby brought
closer together with a common purpose.
And, too, there is a very important angle,
as far as undeveloped countries are con-
cerned, from an agricultural production
point of view. If such an achievement
were possible internationally, the Australian
export position would substantially be bet-
tered and, in the ease of many commodities,
become firmer and sounder.

It is, I1 think, important to appreciate
just what was the position of Australian
exports, for many years pre-war. Even
during the days of our maximum exports
to Great Britain and the Continent, thous-
ands of people were still suffering from
malnutrition in countries where we found
ready markets for much of our produce. The
figures of the exports of Australian pro-
duction to England give us some food for

thought insofar as they s-how how dependent
we are on oversen markets for our major
primary production. In the ease of -iuch a
commodity as wheat-about 25 per cent. is
consumed internally-we have, becanse of
the magnitude of prod uction, a very hiigh
export ratio and a very large income. But
then when we come to potatoes and many
other such commodities, which are perish-
ables, we find we have almost 100 per cent.
consumption within Australia. Only '26
per cent. of our Australian production ct
dried fruitsi is consumed in Australia.

All these things act as pointers in show-
ing which crops are dependent on variable
export market prices and which are the
soundest upon which to base our rural
economy. Great Britain enters, into that
field perhaps more than any other country,

awill he shown by the following figures.
Of our total export of certain commodities
in the years 1936 to 1939-the three years
prior to war breaking out-Great Britain
took 50 per cent. of our exported wheat;
94 per cent, of our exported butter; 96 per
cent. of our exported cheese;, 94 per cent.
of our exported sugar; 05 per cent. of our
exported wine; 60 per cent. of our exported
raisins; 83 per cent, of our exported cur-
rants; 98 per cent, Of OUr exported pork;
01 per cent. of our exported beet' and 9!)
per cent. of our exported eggs. These fig-
ures are very expressive in showing the
dependence of Australia on the United
Kingdom as a market for our surplus com-
modities for export. They show that in the
move now being made by the British auth-
orities, not only through their food mission,
but in the stimulation of trade between the
Dominionsa and the Mother country, there
are opportunities not only for the immediate
market, hut to plan for long range security
in many agricultural lines.

M~embers will have noticed some very
interesting coniments by Mr. 'Casey after
his recent visit to Queensland. Ile stated
that the potential for development in that
State was very great and that agriculture
there offered scope for large developmental
plani. He mentions that since the coal-
fields and areas adjoining, which are poten-
tial agricultural settlements are situated wF
they are in regard to harbours and ports
Queensland appears to offer an opportunity
second to none not only for the expansion
of Australian agriculture but for the en-
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pension of Empire interests. Whether Mr.
Casey is right or wrong-and I know
Queensland fairly well-I know that there
are also opportunities in other parts of
Australia. It is perhaps not necessary for
me to say that for a few years it was my
privilege to assist with others in taking
stock of the Australian agricultural posi-
tion and I had an opportunity of seeing all
the areas in Australia, Tasmania included,
which were considered by the Governments
of those States to be. the best areas in.
Australia for rural development. There-
fore Sir Henry Turner's remarks made just
prior to his departure from Australia
should prove very informative to all of those
who are interested, not only in the British
food mission, but in the possible develop-
ment of food production in this State.

Sir Henry Turner has been se~verely cri-
ticised by some people but to inc it ap-
peared mainly because be expressed points
of view from which these people differed.
The background of Sir Henry Turner gives
him authority to speak not only for
Britain, but also on the food supply
nationally and internationally. This man
is 61 years of age and is English
born. Most of his life has been spent
in New Zealand and he was associ-
ated with the meat trade in that country.
In the first world war he held the position
of Deputy Director of the Ministry of Food
and after the first world war he was at-
tached to the British section of the Peace
Conference. He was manager in New Zea-
land of the Refrigerated Foods Company
and has spent the major part of his life in
the handling of foods, the importing of
foods, in the production of canned foods,
and in his attention to oversea markets.
Some statements were made by Sir Henry
Turner prior to his departure from Aus-
tralia wvhich were very complimentary to
Western Australia. He said-

The places with the most possibilities in Aus-
tralia are the Northern Territory and the
southern part of Western Australia. I can jo-
agine no more fruitful field into which a young
wan could go to make his fortune titan South-
Western Australia.

He said the latter area particularly had
dramatic possibilities of which he bad never
dreamed before he came to Australia. He
and the Food Mission were relying on that
area, following the assurance of the West-
ern Australian Government officials, to be

a vital factor in increasing meat produc-
tion for Britain in the near future. How-
ever, Sir Henry Turner said that so far as
Britain is concerned he could not recoin-
mend that settlers be sent to this area, at
least for some years. Talks with Western
Australian Government officials had con-
vinced him that Western Australia would
have its hands full for many years in plac-
ing its own soldier settlers in that area.

If Australia can speed up her meat pro-
ductior, he continued, Australia would be
more important to Britain as a meat ex-
porting country than the Argentine. Sir
Henry was giving his last Press interview
before leaving Australia after a three
months' tour during which period he
covered 25,000 miles. He stated that he
left Australia with the conviction that Aus-
tralian meat production could be doubled
in five years' time. That would mean that
the British housewife could buy twopene
worth more of meat per week for each
member of her household in 1953. He
finished his statement by saying that the
best prospect for increased meat production
lay in the districts already partly developed
and that Britain would assure a market and
pay a fair price, whieh is a big inipeative.
I do not know how many Western Austra-
lians read that article.

The Minister for Works: I think most of
them did.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I hope so because,
while not at all necessarily impressed by
the words he used as to the dramatic possi-
bilities, I point out that this man has had
an opportunity of seeing in a world sense
those portions of the countries of the
world-especially within the British Com-
monwealth-where opportunities for ex-
pansion lie. Therefore no matter how many
])eople differ from his point of view that
the expansion prospects are in the areas
now partly developed, I for one believe that
he is on the soundest ground possible in
making that statement for reasons which
I will later analyse. It is obvious that Sir,
Henry Turner was not at all impressed by
areas which are awaiting development.

IMr. Leslie: How many did he see in this
Statel

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Sir Henry Turner
visited most of the lands in this State which
were typical of all of it. He had oppor-
tunities for seeing the sandplain country,
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the light land country and areas which were
partly developed, as well as areas which
are almost wholly developed. I am sure
that it is sound commonsense to anticipate
in this or any other State that land which
is partly developed, especially where it is
adjacent to amenities and where the Gov-
ernment has provided not only railways
and roads, but facilities in townships,
should he developed to the maximum, and
this would be less risky and much less
worrying to both settler and the Govern-
meat. It is obvious from his renmarks and
obvious from the reaction of English people
to efforts to induce them to leave England,
that the old experience of getting migrants
from England to pioneer our agricultural
areas~ is not to be expected and is unlikely
to be realised.

Although farming migrants may be ideal
in the view of some people for supplying
settlers, we must remember that Australia's
pre-war migration policy did not succeed
in placing more than 14 per cent, of the
migrants satisfactorily on the land. We
also have to remember that from an
analys'is of the halane of the productive
capity of farms and farmers it is unlikely,
in any influx of migrants from any country,
that rural areas will retain more than about
15 per cent. That is a figure for which
volumes of evidence can be produced to
prove as alpproximaltely correct in taking
the over-all popuilation percentages which be-
come rural and urban from whatever their
source and from whatever their country.

The Premier: Do you not think that the
new methods of land clearing and develop-
ment would be a greater incentive for people
to settle on the land9

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Yes, that is a pos-
sibility, but we must remember that in all
methods used to increase production from
given areas in so far as income capacity is
concerned it is possible for wheat farmers-
as some numbers in this Chamber have done
-to grow enough wheat in one year to
fecd not only the people on their own farms,
and those they employ, but thousands of
other people. The same thing obtains in
all avenucs of farming life and the percent-
acre likely to rcmain rural if we are attempt-
ing to base a migration policy on land de-
velopment will, I think in a sound way per-
haps, *be built up to 20 per cent., but
experience shows that it is unlikely to exceed

that figure. The earlier lure for the pioneer-
ing of land has gone, and I think so far as
Australians and Britishers are concerned
there are not very many people aspiring to
be "Dds and "Dares."

Mr. Leslie: There is no need. That has
disappeared.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: There are not very
many people who think that Steele Rudd's
days are still with us. No-one is anxious

.to emulate them and I do not consider they
should be expected to do so as I think the
necessity has gone. Although it is very in-
teresting reading, I know the Chamber would
not like me to give a story of "Dad" and
"Dave" or "MNum" or any such characters.

Mr. Leslie: The Speaker would not allow
you to do0 so.

Hlon. F. J. S. WISE: The Speaker would
not prevent me as it is relevant to the Lieut.-
Governor's Speech.

Mr. Marshall: Is it as obsolete as the
Lieut.-Governor's Speech?

IHon. F. J. S. WISE: I do not intend to
inflict it on this Chamber, but I do say
that we should not expect potential farmers,
in these days to emulate "Dd and "Dave."
Therefore I come to the point that for two
reasons, to speed up existing production for
emergency post-war needs, and to aim to-
wards better land use in partly setled
areas, we must see that pressure is exerted
better to use the land where the Crown has
provided the services. I consider that any
member who holds a view contrary to tha
is not acting in the best interests of Western
Australia.

Would anyone dare say that the land be-
twveen Perth and Augusta-Perth being. the
apex andi Albany the other base of the tri-
angle-is in its partly developed state,
likely by a process of evolution to contain
the population which this State of ours de-
sies, deserves, and should demand? In my
view, that part of Western Australia is one
of the most important areas in Australia and
peOrhaps in the temperate climates of the
world for building up white settlements.
Anyone can see that where there are large
holdings and the incomes therefrom are go-
ing to one or two families, whether it be in
grazing, which is highly profitable, or
whether it be in any other sphere, there
should be limitations.

Mr. M,%ann: Hear, hear! I agree with that.
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Hon. F. J. S. WISE: j will show later in
my speech, and prove conclusively that the
South WVest Land Division of Western Aus-
stralia is one of the best areas in the world
awaiting white settleinent-the South-West
Land Division, extending from Geraldton
and very much east, as well as the South-
West. We have to bear in mind, before
I leave the migrant aspect, that migrants
are attracted from their home country be-
cause of better conditions offering to them.
Insofar as working conditions are concerned,
it may be that conditions in England today
arc such that it would require special at-
tractions from countries ovrea to get arti-
sans and tradesmen away from their own
country. They are well paid, their condi-
tions have improved out of all knowledge,
and we must not expect, T think, a flow of
immigrants, because of claimants, to come
to Australia unless such flow is stimulated
strongly by all Governments concerned. The
alternatives to our land settlement in West-
ern Australia are not very many, In Crown
land the best was given away decades ago.
Many people have remarked how early
cttlers showed great judgment in selecting

the areas which, even in the light of scientific
knowledge of which they had no advice,
still turned out to he the best settled lands.
These areas, particularly in the South-West,
are amongst th0 most valuable in the State
today and are worth many pounds per ace.'

know of one member of Parliament who
paid £40 per acre for land to add to his
property.

The Premier: In the irrigation areal?

Hon. F. J. S, WISE: Yes, but that land
was ceded from the Crown and was alien-
ated at about 1.5s. per acre. This State, to
promote settlement, gave away its heritage
insofar as getting any remuneration from
conditional purchase areas was concerned.
It gave away its heritage very cheaply' to
promote development. It is true that we
hare about 10,000,000 acres of good quality
light land still undeveloped. Those are not
my figrcs; they are from the officers of
the Agricultural Department. I have noted
the land survey which came from a joint
report that I th ink Was made available by
the Minister for Lands, in which Mr. Shive
was concerned with one of his officers. I
think his estimate was that there is still
10,000,000 at-res of good quality light land
awaiting exploration in Western Australia.

The Minister for Works: It is only a
matter of replacing many elements missing
front it.

Ron. F. J. S. WISE: Yes, but I anm
speaking of land in safe rainfall areas which
is very much outside of that zone. Then
there is the only other alter ative: The
heavTily timbered Crown ana privately
owred land which is so costly to develop
and for which heavy machinery is necessary
in taese days if we are to go on the basis of
economic development to have that land
prepared for farming. In the Speech
of His Excelleney there is a paragraph
which reads-

Soil surreys have been completed of aipproxi-
nmately 1,500,000 acres in the heavier rainfall
localities and provided equipment can be ob-
tamed these areas will be developed as rapidly
as possible. Preparatory steps have been taken
to Implement a scheme for development in tie
Altny Zone.

I take it that that area-the Minister for
Lands will know-would refer to the work
between the Blackwood area to the Stirlings,
which wa~s started on a. very big plan be-
tween two departments, Lands and Agri-
cuilture, and in the latter days of the war,
the C.S.I.R. That provided for develop-
ment in the field of all the soil surveys
neeessaryV. I think that would be the
1,500.000 acres referred to. The initial sur-
veys there started in the M1anjimup area and
went through all of that country south of
Bridgetown; right through Frankland River,
C'ranbrook, and finishing up at the Stirling
region.

The Minister for Lands: And that in-
cluded Rocky Gully.

lIon. F. J, S. WISE: Yes. I remember
having arranged the first exchange of officers
with Sir David Rivett and Dr. Richardson
to have that work commenced at MAanjimup,
and I am very interested to notice that the
Government appears to recognise the sound-
niess of soil surveys before settlement. I am
terefore hoping that this mention in the
Lieut.-Governor's Speech really means that
the Government is convinced that uinder the
conditions existing in regard to land remain-
ing under the Crown soil surveys are a very
important and vital part in the preparation
for land settlement.

The Minister for Works: We are acting
on those convictions.
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The M1inin.ter for Lands: That is definite.
t have Just minuted a file to the Premier,
s;howing -where we arc carrying on with fur-
tlhey sol Strveysm.

lion. F. J. 11. WISE: I urn very glad
to hevar that because I think it is the kind
of work that is goin-g to save a lot of trouble,
t-peeznllv where-( agricultural elements, and
defi icies are conerned. The difficultiesi
Of' using Crown land are shown by a recent
Pres statement made by the 'Minister for
La.in ds. In "The Sunday Times" of last
Sunday it was mentioned in a Press state-
ment fromt the hion. gentleman that 285
properties had been purchased for War
Service Land Settlement, at a cost of
£C1,875,000, and after that £1,875,000 is
.pent in buying back from private owners
partly developed land, another £1,000,000
or £2,000,000 must he spent to prepare
those areas for soldier settlement uinder the
scheme. This clearly shows just how diffi-
cult it is for the Crown in these days to use
land which is still left awaiting selection to
promote either ordinary or soldier settle-
ment.

One would hardly think it was necessary
in a State of the dimensions of this one and
as young as this one, to promote successful
soldier settlement in the first year or so
after the inauguration of a& scheme for
soldier settlement when it was commencing
so largely to repurchase from private
people land for such settlement, The fact
that the State of Western Australia has so
little good or suitable Crown land must be,
with some exceptions, truly the picture I
endeavoured to draw jn -regard to partially
developed land, and the responsibilities, in
my view, of landholders to t-he community.

The M1inister for Works: That would
quicken production.

Hon P. J. S. WISE: I ain not at this
stage intending in any way to criticise
aspects of land settlement in Western Aus-
tralia, whether they are answering or
measuring up to pre-eleation boasts of
achievement or not. I simply desire to say
that in that short Press statement is the
picture of the difficualties-even though they
were not firmly recognised-associated with
intense attempts to promote settlement in
Western Australia. The Minister for Lands
mentioned in this article that 1,279 appli-
cants had been npprovcd and were awaiting
farms in spite of the land which is sup-

posed to he available in Western Australia
and suitable for farming. I believe there is
all the land available in Western Australia
suitable for farming if the Government still
seruatinises very closely what I endeavored
to draw attentLion to by introducing- legisla-
tion twice for the amendment of the Closer
Settlement Act which I think is the respon-
Aibility of Governments and which I would
at any time wholehertedly support if this
Government introduces su't a measure.

Mr. Leslie: I think the land is still there
without the necessity for it.

lion, A. 11. Pan ton: 'No one seems to he
able to find it.

Hon. F. J. S, WISE: I will be quite
satisfied in my belief that the Lands De-
partment, wilt be ready to welcome with
open arms any member or citizen with a
proposial of Crown land or privately owned
land which is attractive from a subdivisions I
angle on an economic basis, I think that
the policy which has been developed in the
Lands Dept,, not only in the time of this
Government but during the time of its pre-
decessors, is the only way to approach suc-
cessfully the occupation of our lands by
rural development. We all want to see some
results. 'We all want to see promises trans-
lated into adhievemnents. In this connection,
the Government is in the position of having
to make good its promises, and so far as we
are concerned-this being a national matter
-we will not in any way do anything to
hinder thorn in an attempt to achieve the
results which we ourselves had planned for.

The next point in the Speech I wish to
mention is that of the visit of the Premier
to the North-West. The Premier recently
discovered the North-West. Numbers of
people do that annually, of course. As a
matter of fact, some people that I know,
amid know quite well, have been qualified
as voters for the North Province for half
a lifetime without having seen it.

lion. J. B. Sleeman:- Who are you look-
ing at?

Hon. F. J. S. WISE. I am looking
straight ahead. It is always of interest to
me to assist people, whether they are con-
cernedc from the point of view of the wel-
fare of the community or for personal or
political reasons, to dliscover the North and
to know it, even if that had been their
obligation and responsibility for many
years and had been recognised by them.
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But that position obtains. I am always
interested when people gp to the North
under pleasant circumstances and find it
a matter of pride in having discovered this
large area in Western Australia.

The Premier: You are not at all resentful,
are you?

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Not a scrap. Ilam
anxious to help as I have said. The honour-
able gentleman must not take that per-
sonally, because I was anxiods to help him,
as he knows. The prospect of population
in the North is a subject that has been
explored for a very lonlg time.

Mr. Leslie: Do you suggest that the
Premier has not explored it?

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I was twitted by
the Premier in a moment of pique last night
when he said that in 1933 I was a mere boy.

The Premier: Did I say that?

Hon. F. 3. S. WISE: You did. It is
recorded in my speech as an interjection,
as a matter of fact.

The Premier:- That was to the Chairman
of Committees.

lion. F. J. S. WISE: Well, the report
does niot read that way.

The Minister for Railways: There is no
doubt'about it.

The Minister for Housing: Why not ac-
cept the compliment?

lion. F. J. S. WISE: Were it a soft
impeachment or a compliment, I would
turn the other cheek because, in 1930, 1
was an unsuccessful candidate for the
North Province, arid I had to be 30 years
of age in order to contest the election.
Before that, I was defeated by 27 votes,
an experience I clearly recall. 'Many years
before 10,33-I do not wish to be diverted
from. my theme, though perhaps it is ray
fault-the Government of this State, in an
attempt to foster population in the North,
appointed a Tropical Agricultural Adviser.
That appointment wvas first made in 1923.
This officer had the very unenviable task of
breaking down theories about agricultural
possibilities of the great North-West -which
then, too, was frequently and regularly dis-
cove-red by visitors.

Land development through the medium
of cotton settlements, the production of pera-
nuts and the importation of thousands of

gras ses and shrubs from other semi-arid
countries of the world, occupied that of-
fleer for a year or two. I know that he
asisembled the first cotton planting- machine
ever used on this side of the continent,
drcve it out and put in the first cotton at
the Derby settlement, The officer, in re-
porting, said that that land would not grow
cotton successfully. but was told by a
superior officer that £10,000 had been voted
for the experiment and would he spent on
the settlement. It was spent and no cotton
wan, produced.

I recall, also, that hundredweights of pea-
nut seed were brought from Queensland to
tes~t the possibility of peanut-growing in
that region. I clearly remember the attempt
that officer made to stimulate interest in
peanuts in a popular way, though fhey
were usually associated with the Zoo or the
piotures. It is important to state that
America has 150,000 farmers growing pea-
nuts alone, It is the crop that gives a
high er monetary returni per acre in all the
southern States of America. In live of the
States, the yield is 750,000 tons a year.
France, pre-war, expressed 40 million gal-
lons of peanut oil from imported nuts.

The 'Minister for Housing: The yield is
70or 80 per cent. of oil, is it not?

Hon. F. J. S. 'WISE: Yes; somie varieties
yield as high as 84 per cent. but some only

0or 00 per cent. I recall clearly the
attempts that were mnade onl the various
mission stations, which were the areas us;ed
for the trials and of the peanuts being
transported by lugger from Port Geo)rge IV
]Nlission to Derby for shipment to Perth.
That was in 11123-24, and it was not until
11126 that attempts were made to grow pea-
nuts in the Northern Territory, so that we
in this State, through that officer, pioneered
the industry, whatever became of it, in
N\orthern Australia. In those dlays the of-
fler was an energ-etic enthusiastic man.

The M1inister for Works: What is; he like
today?

Hon, F. J. S. WISE: Let the Mlinister
look for himself. Having been that of-
fleer 25 years ago, I can say that attempts
have been made from that day to this to
develop prospects of agriculture in one' of
the largest areas of semi-arid undeveloped
country in the world. One of the moec
important things atten'.pted was to intro-
duce plants from semi-arid countries in the
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hope of finding even one or two that would
stand up to our conditions. I am leading
'up to the point that, so far as I know,
there is not today any agricultural adviser
in the N~orth-West.

The Premier: I hope there soon will be
one.

lion. F. X. S. WISE: So do L. That
territory is very different from the rest of
the State. It is not a tropical country in
the sense that we understand the term. It
is a land of low rainfall and of atmospheric
aridity, not a land of humidity. It is an
area where all sorts of natural disabili-
ties have to he overcome in order to grow
anything because of the dryness of the
air right down to the very edge of the
coastal water. In that region some indus-
tries have shown themselves to bpe possible,
and 1 would hope that the Government
could select a man of the-highest possible
qualifications, a man not afraid of work
or of rebuffs, a man capable of promoting
every aspect of agriculture, even though
the prospect may not be very good.

The Premier: Do you think that one
man could cover the whole of that huge
area, or would you favour a separate ap-
pointment for the Kimberleys

lion. F. J. S. WIqSE: The Kimberleys
form a territory very different from the
mididle North, the M1urchison. and the Gas-
coyne. The Kimberleys. is an area with a
-rainfall five or six times greater than that
of the lower North where bananas are being
grown successfully under irrigation. The
Kimiberleys offer prospects for growing pea-
nuts and attracting British capital and Bri-
tish interests, but I think that one officer, be-
cause of the smallness of the areas under
production, could give his attention to the
Kimberlcys for a few months and the rest
of his time to areas where production is
already an accomplished fact. There
should be no difficulty in obtaining the
services of a practical man trained par-
ticularly in a knowledge of soils and cli-
matology. Ample proof exists of the valu-
able results which research in tropical
agriculture has given to Australia.

I commend to the perusal of the Pre-
mier and the Minister for Lands the many
works by sound writers on the soils and
prospects of agricultural 'possibilities of
tropical Australia. I -would refer them
more particularly to the works of Pres-

cott and Skewes. Prescott has made con-
tributions during hi8 period of service with
the 0...11. in regard to tropical Austra-
lia, but I am afraid they are far too in-
frequently read. I have all of his pub-
lications, and I assure members that they
leave little to the imagination of anybody
-who studies them.

The research work issued by the Waite
Institute over the name of Prescott en-
titled, "The Clim~ate of Tropical Austra-
lia in Relation to Possible Agricultural
Occupation;' is one that I assume has been
read by officers of the Department of
Agriculture in this State, hut if not, it
should be read by them, and it should be
read also by those people who are pro-
moting public works in the North-West if
such public works have any association
with agricultural development. Prescott,
in his analyses of the possibilities, shows
what similar countries do with their terri-
tory. He quotes Nigeria as approximating
most closely to our North-West.

Mr. "Mann: The fist thing is to have a
Minister for the North-West.

Hon. F. 3. S. WISE: The Premier is
Minister for the North-West, but whether
he gives full time to the North-West is an-
other matter. This valuable report con-
tains in great detail comparisons not only
of rainfall and variations of climate hut
also of conditions in all the countries of
the world that are comparable. If the
Premier can find time to read these re-
ports, I shall be pleased to lend them to
him because they would give him a lead
on the link that public Works must form
if irrigation is contemplated and if agri-
culture is to be successful.

I suggest, too, something I had in mind
before relinquishing the office of Premier,
and that was, to send to Nigeria one or
two of our best officers likely to partici-
pate in any agricultural developnment in
the North, and I would suggest sending
the Director of Works with them. Such
a trip would not take long, and I would
be pleased to supply a. possible itinerary
covering things they ought to see in that
country. Although labour conditions in
Nigeria are dissimilar from ours, caertainly
a comparison could be made geographic-
ally which might give to the North the
stimulus it badly needs if agriculture in
that part of the State is possible.
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All of this has much to do with the
subject of food production. I remember
mention being made by the Minister for
Education of the activities in Nigeria of
a British company, which was to spend
£6,000,000 in the production of oil nuts.
The Minister made that statement during
the course of the election campaign. Re-
cords of what the English company is do-
ing are in the possession of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and those records
show not only the prospects in Nigeria,
but also details of the oil shortages
throughout the world and particularly
in the British Empire, and with whale
oil included, it is very unliely that the
demand for vegetable and animal oils will
be satisfied for very many years. It may
lie possible to interest England if this State
follows the line of thought I have sug-
gested, the plans which I had in course of
preparation, and to study what is being
done in that other country to see if what is
being done there can be applied to our State.
There are many other areas of some import-
ance about which people at times wax elo-
quent, such as -Millstream, which is above
the fertile plains of the Roebourne district,
very low in rainfall. Millstream is a con-
tinuously flowing stream from an under-
ground lake, wh;ich disappears into the
Fortescue River.

Mr. Mann: Sufficient for irrigation?9

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: lit is very good. It
has been measured. I was associated with
those inquiries.

Mir. Mann: What is the analysis so far
as salt is concerned'

Hon. F. J. S. WISE; There are only
eight grains of salt per gallon. It is won-
derful water. The reticulation to the lower
plains and the use of the lower plains is
.something that has been discussed through
the years with Directors of Agriculture to
see whether it is worth while to establish a
small area to test certain crops to prove the
economic value. I would stress that for
the information of the Premier. I hope he
is always actuated by the economic pros-
peels of any undertaking, even if he is
goaded by some of his officers towards as-
pects other than economic. We must make
certain that 'there will be no failures,
whether it is our own money or British
money that is involved.

Before I analyse the prospects of the
S~outh-Webt corner of this State, I would
like to, what may he called, ride a hobby
horse-ithat is possible on the Address-in-
reply--and relate what may he found in un-
occupied Australia. Some membewrs know
that a hobby of mine is the geography of
the world, hut particularly of Australia.
Its records of exploration and the recorded
facts of geography and our explorations
tell the story just as truly today as 160
years ago. One hundred and sixty years
ago Captain Phillip landed at Botany Bay,
and that site was chosen on the advice of
Sir Joseph Banks, who had accompanied
Captain Cook, in 1770. As I intend to
trave--se, in the course of the next few
momnts, all the empty parts of Australia,
I will skip over the wonderful contribrution
to the knowledge of this continent which
was *-lven to us over 100 years ago by
such men as Blaxiand, the first to cross the
Blue Mountains, Humue and Oxley, Cun-
ninghamn, Mitchell and Sturt, and all those
who made possible the successful occupa-
tion of the eastern side of Australia, and
I will turn to those who were on the scene
from 1837 to 1897.

It was during those 60 years that most
of Western Australia was examined by the
explorer. In the December issue of the
'Western Australian Historical Society's
annual publication of a few years ago-
I think it was 1940-will be found a re-
view of the early explorations of Western
Australia. That review commenced with
the work of Sir George Grey, who was the
first to traverse the inhospitable coast
northwards towards Shark Bay. Members
will recall how he had to be rescued by
Roe, who was our first Surveyor General
and could be called, I think, the father of
Western Australian exploration. Roe did
ver 'y much in the southern and eastern parts
of the State in penetrating the then un-
known areas and making them possible of
settlement. The year 1841 was the year
of tht! wonderf ul exploit of Eyrc, who came
from Fowler's Bay to Albany. The com-
plete story will be found in the book
"Waterless Horizons.'' His exploit was
really an historic and heroic walk.

If members have read that book, they
will realise what confronted this man, who
had no knowvledge of what lay before him.
He elected, even when a whaling vessel
rescued him, simply to rest and then con-
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tinue his journey on foot. Frtom March, as a public servant, a junior officer in the
1841, to July, 1841, that epic and heroic
trek took place. He found there was no
stream emptying itself into the Great Aus-
tralian Bight. The men I will mention in
this survey, one historian has described as
men who found nothing. They were men
who went into the most difficult areas but
were relegated into the background by one
historian as men who found nothing, because
they did not follow the pleasant ways that
many explorers preceding them had been
fortunjate enough to pursue.

The departure of the Gregorys in 1855
in at little boat appropriately named the
''Tom Tough'" from Brisbane to the Vic-
toria River, and the work of those brothers
in Western Australia are exploits worth
considerable study. The member for Kim-
bierley knows, a, I know, of the bottle tree
oin the bank of the Baines River which is
braded "'12th June, 1856--Gregory'a
(Camp." That is on one of Durack's pro-
perties. Those brothers penetrated as far
as the spot known as Godfrey's Tank at
the head of the present Canning Stock
Route. With botanists, they did a remark-
able work 90l years ago in locating attrac-
tive country in the northern part of West-
ern Australia. One of the brothers named
peaks in the Hamersicy Ranges and did
considerable exploration in the Gaseovue,
and to those men a considerable debt is owed
by the2 IWetern Australian community.

From 185q) to 1862, the stage of explora-
tion anti discovery was held almost entirely
by Stuart, the man who, after a lot of
endeavour and privation, was the first to
cross the continent fromt south to north.
In 1862, lie traversed a line-one of the
greatest achievements in exploration-from
south to north, very close to where the
overland telegraph line was built in 1872,
ten years, afterwards. Those men kept
records of their travels, inost of them hay-
ing much survey knowledge, which are still
accurately preserved and give us a clear
indication of the country traversed. It is
interesting to observe that in 1872 there
were still 1,000 miles of country unknown
betwvecn the extreme edge of the eastern
line of settlement in Western Australia to
the overland telegraph line.

(;iles, who was one of our greatest ex-
ploters, but the least known, and whose
grave is in the Coolgardie cemetery, died

Registrar's office in Kalgoorlie. From 187:;
to 1875 he explored some of the most un-
attractive country in this continent. In
his book ''Australia Twice Traversed'' will
bie found the story of Gibson's Desert,
where he seat his mate forward (JO miles
from their camp in an attempt to get water
to save their lives. The mate went on horse-
back while Giles walked. Gibson p~erishedl
but (files got through on foot. If' members
want a clear description of the country
north of the transcontinental line, I sug-
gest that they read ''Australia Twice
Traversedl.''

It was about that time-1873-that Sir
Thomas Elder financed Warburton-after-
wards; Sir Egerton Warburton-to traverse
the counutry from the overland telegraph
line westwards from a spot north of Alice
S prings. Hie left the overland line with 17
camels, and in his book ''Across Austra-
lia' there is a story of suffering, nobly
borne which has very few parallIels, lie
.started with 17 camels and seven of' them
were eaten for food. A week before Christ-
mias, in 1873, they ate a camel's foot which
he described as a great delicacy. It was,
the only food they had that day. He
finished his trek above the Oakover River,
a tributary at the head of the Be (Grey.
Several of his men never recovered, and
his own health was shattered because of
that terrible experience of bowling- deserts
and sandhills, clearly described in the book
of a later explorer I will mention in a
moment.

One of the brravest men, as well as one
of the greatest explorers, was without
doubt, Forrest. In the diaries of Forrest
will be found day by day decriptions of
his journeys, and at times, for 10~ to 15
days at a stretch, the p~redomninant word
in the account is ''water'': Searching for
water: riding ahead in the hope of locating
water or scattered stormns! At a point
where Giles was forced to -turn back a year
before, providentially a storm occurred.
and Forrest got through to the overland
telegraph line. We are foolish if we do
not recognise what this arid desert country
is, and what its prospects are. I come now
to Carnegie.

The Premier: In "Spinifex and Sand"

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Yes, it is a book
which will give any person doubting what
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is in that country a clear description of
the areas Carnegie traversed in 1897. He
set out from Coolgardie to cross the lines
of all those I have previously mentioned-
Giles, Warburton and Forrest-at right
angles, knowing there was no prospect of
water unless it was found by accident, and
knowing that he had to face privation. I
will quote one paragraph from his book,
describing the sand ridges. It is as fol-
lows -

The southern part from latitude 22' 40' to
latitude 20* 45' presents nothing to the eye but
ridge upon ridge of sand, running with the
regularity of the drills in a ploughed field-a
vast, howling wilderness of high, spinifex clad
ridges of red sand, so close together that in a
dlay's march we crossed from 60 to 80 ridges,
so steep that often the camels had to crest them
on their knees, and so barren and destitute of
vegetation that one marvels how even camels
could pick tip a living. TIheir average vertical
height from trough to crest was 50 to 60 feet,
Sometimes they would be a quarter of a mile
apart, sometimes ridge suzeeeded ridge like the
waves of the sea. On October the SO~, for in-
stance, we were crossing tbcm at the rate of 10
in 40 minutes, Words can give no conception of
the ghastly desolation and hopeless dreariness
of the scene.

H'was travelling on the line which will
he found in many mnaps in the Lands
Department of this State. They show the
exact track of Carnegie on his journey
from south to north. A clear picture of
his nature will be found in his book-which
I have mentioned-and when he had oppor-
tunity, after getting to Hall's Creek, losing
twvo of his mates while getting there, of
travelling by horse to Derby and thence by
boat to Fremantle, he thought that too feeble
a thing to do. He struck 100 miles inland
and made for Coolgardie again, and of
course he succeeded in getting through.
These are factual illustrations of what is
outside the settled areas of this State.

There arc many other records to which
I could refer, but I will confine myself to
the position in this State. In my view
those people were benefactors of mankind,
who gave us knowledge that civilisation
should appreciate. They proved that our
future population prospects must he based
on geography and climatology, and proved
that about 45 per cent. of Australia is arid-
that Australia, in fact, has the second larg-
est area of arid land in the world. There
was a time when many people who were
not game to face the facts would have said
that my remarks were heresy, and that it

r9J

was a, terrible thing to decry this continent.
I am not doing that, but am facing undeni-
able facts in order to reach my next point
and show how great are our riches and how
limitless our opportunities. The men I have
mentioned proved that the pastoralists were
unlikely to penetrate that area and events
have shown that pastoralists have not suc-
cessfuly occupied the land east of the Oak-
over, reached by Warburton, who traversed
it 75 years. ago. A small property named
Barra mine, owned last by the Heppingstone
Bros. is on the outer fringe, at the bead
of the Oakover River,

For 60 or 70 years the houndar-ies of the
desert have been occupied by pastoralists,
and it has not been inaccessibility that has
kept them from going further inland. The
men I have mentioned proved the limits of
water, of artesian basins, of rainfall and
climate. Subsequent events have furnished
further proof in that direction. I will shortly
mention something about education, from
the kindergarten to the University, which I
think is very important in relation to this
subject. Events have proved that 7,000,000
people occupy the coastal fringe in Queens-
l~and, New South Wales, Victoria, South
Australia and the South-West of this con-
tin en t. That part of this State is one of
the best areas in the world for white settle-
meat. In this 253 per cont. of Australia we
still a~re Maintaining our standards and ways
of life. I think that in that area tens of mil-
lions of people will be able to dwell when
the lands are fully developed. That is the
basis upon which we, as Australians, should
endea-vour to develop our country.

I return to Sir Henry Turner, and agree
that the southern part of Western Aus-
tralia is an area of dramatic possibility in
the future development of Australian pri-
mary production. This Government, the
Commonwealth Government, or both, should
encourage Great 'Britain to send her best
agricultural experts, including successful
British farmers, to measure the possibili-
ties of this State in the light of the long
range prospects of development and pro-
duction, and the need for settlement, spend-
iniz British money on machinery in prepara-
tion and in the interests of the colonisa-
tion of this part of the Commonwealth. In
my view it could be expanded tremendously,
simply by better land use. 'I have illus-
trated that the prospects now do not, in
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the main, lie in the direction of developing
land that has not been alienated from the
Crown. This land has a definite, and dis-
tinet linmit, and officers of more than one
department have measured it. They know
its potential and therefore, if we are to
conteimplate expanding production or popu-
lation, we must look to those assets many
of whieh were given by the Crown to for,1
titrate licople wlo awe now' large land-
holders.

I rOmei now to education from the kinder-
gariten to the Univerisity. A matter which
I discussed with the -Minister's predecessor
-it will be found in the records-is the
necc.,stv for a study and knowledge of
civics anid of responsibility to the comn-
innity and the State. While civics give

a better understanding of our responsibili-
ties to our country and neighbbours, gee-

gahisa subject a study of which should
be intenisified, in all its branches and direc-
tions, better to understand what Aristotle
mneant when he said, ''To deal in the best
wvay poss;.ile with existing conditions."
That is the problem facing Western Aus-
tralia today. I will now deal with the
concluding paragraph in the latest work
on Australia by Griiith Taylor who, in my
view, is the greatest geographer in the
world. It deals with what he has to say
about the aims of civilisation. Hle men-
tions that the condition.% of matriculation
ini Australian schools are such that children
spend one-fifth of their time studying
languages; and that only a small percent-
a"e of them will nse that knowledge a t te
IUnivers;ityv or in later life. Hle goes on to

The aim of civilisation, as I see it, is not to
prepare for a better world beyond this earth,
but to prepare a tefeter world on this earth.
Our immnediate objective should be a world at
peave. This can only be attained by studying
world problems, especially those involving other
nations and regions. This is the special prov-
ince of the modern geographer, especiafly if he
gives considerable attention to the new depart-
nient of cultural geography. What should be the
training of the educated man today? If we
omit for the moment the specialised knowledge
lie needs for his profession, then we might do
worse than adopt Aristotle's idea, "To deal in
the best way possible with existing conditions. "
Three subjects would seem to be vital in such a
scheme of education. First biology, which deals
with the evolution of man as an animal; -see-
ondly history, which deals largely with the
growth of his ideals and institutions; thirdly
geography, which deals with his present ever-

varying environment. A knowledge of evolution
in the broadest sense should be the aim of edu-
cation. Modern geography is precisely the best
discipline to teach man that he is conditioned
by his environment; that he himself is chang-
ing, however slightly, and is part of theimechian-
ism. of evolution; and that he can only under-
stand his own place in the scheme of things if
he has a real knowledge of the relation of man
to his eavironment.

That will suggest to the Minister f or Edu-
cation the necessity for promoting, from
the kindergarten to the University, a know-
ledgye of two important things-civics and
geography-for the equipment of man for
his life.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 till 7..1 p.m.

Hon. F. J. S. ISE: I now proceed to
my last commnents on matters referred to in
the Lieut.-Uovernor 'a Speech. OIn page 5
w(O find these words-

While local supplies of building materials
have shown considerable improvement in many
directions and it has been possible to eliminate
some controls, the huilding industry continues
to be subject to the limitations of manpower
and certain classes of materials.

A further paragraph states-
The effective building rate at the end of

May last was 2,712 houses per annom. Increase
of this rate will, for the timle being, he chiefly
dependent on the expansion of the State's force
of building tradesmen.

Before going into any comments on the
subject of housing, I7 desire to say bow
disappointed I was, firstly, at any sugges-
tion of the necessity for a Royal ('ommis-
-son to inquire into the activities of the
Housing Commission and, secondly, in con-
nection with the report and the findings.
My only comment on this is that, in my
vierw, the report was a most unjudicial
document and I hope it will soon be en-
tirely forgotten, because it is quite useless,
in my opinion, from any point of view.
I ho)Pe, therefore, it wiUl not again be found
necessary to raise in this Chamber the sub-
ject-matter -within t'he document constitut-
ing the report of the Royal Commission or
the cons iderations. which prompted the aip-
pointment of the Royal Commission. I
think no good purpose would be served in
or out of this Chamber by pursuing the
matter.

In further reference to the paragraphs I
hae read from His Excellency's -Speech, I
take it that, firstly, they convey that there
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has- been considerable improvement in the
supiply of manterials; secondly, that there
has been a high level of construction, and,
thirdly, that there is a shortage of trades-
turn anti of locally produced materials.
The paragraphs also suggest that there have
been certain difficulties. In tracing back
the factors operating in connection with
the housing situation, particularly those
that obtained during the difficult period
of th 0 war and that immediately following
upon the cessation of hostilities, there is
a story that T believe is. very creditable to
the (lovernuit in offiee at that time. I
think that when I have finished this
analysis. even the Mlinister for Housing
will agree that that is the position.

Prior to the fi1overnment that I led going
ont. of office, I took the opportunity to
arellre a report from the chairman of the
Hlous4ing t'onmission regarding its activi-
ties up- to that time. This is the report,
dated 'March, 1947, that T received-

In connection with the house-building pro-
gramme being undertaken or controlled by the
,State Housing Commission, I wish to submit
the following report for your information.*

As you know, all house building was sus-
pended at the request of the Commonwealth
Government early in 1942 and was not resumed
untit the end of 1944. During that period of
nearly three years. only essential building was
undertaken and that was done under a system
of permit issues by the Commonwealth Govern-
meat. In August, 1945, the Commonwealth in-
timated to the States that they had determined
to relinguish the control of permit issues find
leave that matter to the States. Between the
end of 1944 and August, 1945, houses were
built either under the Commonweal th-State
Housing Agreement or nder permits issued by
the Commonwealth Government under the
National Security Regulations.

When building ceased in 1942, most of the
tradesmen who had hitherto been engaged in
this industry were taken up in war work of
the same typeo or transferred to other industries
so that when building recomnmenced ait the end
of 1944 a fresh start had to be made and the
necessary labour force and supply of materials
properly orgailised.

Very great difficulties were experienced in
the initial stages due to the lack of skilled
labour and the scarcity of material and though
repeated requests were made. to the Common-
wealth Government for the release of men who
were then in the Army and who were skilled in
the building trade, the response was almost
negative. It was not until some time after the
war ceased that anything approaching a rea-
sonable supply of labour was forthcoming.

Despite these almost insuperable difficulties,
very good progress has tbeen made under the

('onintnwealth-Stote rental housing scheme. I
should here state that very few houses were
ereeted until about the mniddle of 1945 though
the sehemne started late in 1944.

Further in the report Mr. Reid states-
In regard to the issue of permits for private

buildii.g, it may be stated that prior to the
outbre ik of war this State, ot n average, built
about 2.,000 houses a year.

Then the report goes on to give particulars
regar~iug the permits granted for each
year fromt 1044 to the end of 1946 and for
the first two months of 1947. 1 might men-
tion nt this point that front an absolutely
.standing start, with no men, no building,
tradesmen. trained as such, no architects,.
no draughtamen. and no materials, except
Such as could be released by the Army to
meet civilian requirements, these figures
must ho considered. As I have indicated,
no buildings of any sort -were then being
undertaken for civilian purposes. The
figures are as follows:-

1944-568 permits for houses were granted.
1945-1,109 permits for houses were granted.
1946 -1,815 permits for houses were granted.
January and February of 1947-350 permits

for houses wvere granted.

The report continues--
Thes9e permits arc, in addition to the number

of houses built tinder the State Hlousing Agree-
ment, and it will be seen that the rate of build-
ing was, at the end of 1946, in excess of the
pre-wtr rate, and that with the hotises under
construction and not completed under the
rental scheme, plus the rate of permits being
issued for private building, the rate of build-
ing in 1947 should be very much in excess of
the pre-war rate.

Another problem 'which confronted the Stlate
Housing Commission when it recommencedl its
operations was the provision of suitable areas
of lan], and in this connection very good work
has been done. When the building programme
reconmnence(] ait the end of 1944, the then
Workers' Homes Board held land sufficient for
1,045 huses. Since then, land has been pur-
chased sufficient to accommodate a further 3,187
houses, andic in addition, steps are being taken
to acquire by compulsory resumption a further
1,8-50. After deducting areas utilised for houses
already erected and being erected, the board
has nicw in hand 4,974 blocks of land availabte
for brcusiug.

That figure coincides, with the details given
by the Minister for Housing recently when
he said-

Since the State Rousing Commission and its
predecessor, the Workers' Homes Board, enter-
ed on an expanded housing programme to meet
war arrears, 5,000 blocks have been acquired
and for most of them services have been pro-
vided.
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Repeating the statement made by Mr. Reid,
4,974 blocks had been made available for
housing in our time. To continue the report:

The board is also negotiating for the pur-
chase of several other very large areas so that
it can be claimed with confidence that it has
sufficient land to meet the programme for many
years ahead.

The State Housing Commission is responsible
also for the issuing of permits for buildings
required for industrial purposes and in this eon-
nection it works in close collaboration with the
Director of Industrial Development who is tbe
representative in Western Australia for the
Commonwealth Secondary Industries Commis-
sion. The Director of Industrial Development
reviews the requirements for industry and
makes recommendations, to the State Housing
Commission. Arising out of this collaboration
several large industries have been enabled to
obtain the necessary extensions to their fac-
tories.

The report gives details of the various i n-
dustrial buildings for which authority wvas
given, some of them extending to single
buildings costing upwards of £75,000.
Thus, side by side with the stimulation
from no construction at all, with no men
and no materials available, I submit that
this report, which is signed by Mr. A. J.
Reid, not only gives the 'true story but, I
think the Minister for Housing wvilt agree,
tells one of considerable achievement. That
was within a year of the cessation of hos-
tilities. The building rate was anticipated
to be in the year 1947 much in excess of
the pro-war rate. All fair-minded persons
will agree that the truthfully-stated case
of the chairman of the Housing Commis-
sion shows, in spite of what might have
been thought or imagined, there had been
an accomplishment in Western Australia
which no other State of the Commonwealth
bad achieved in connection with building
operations after the cessation of hostilities.
The following are figures supplied in 1947
by the Commonwealth Director of Works
and Housing. They show the costs per
square for three-bedroom brick houses con-
structed under the Commonwealth-State
Housing Scheme, and are as follows:

New South Woles-£130.
Victori-f 22.
Queeiisland-f£120.
South Australia-E90.
Western Australia-187.

So that up to that time, for the last re-
corded figures available in February, 1947,
without question, without any shadow of
doubt, building costs in Western Australia

were the lowest of any State of Australia.
That was supported by the Premier when
he visited Melbourne in June of last year.
He then said that Western Australia had
the lowest building costs in Australia and
that this was due mainly to two things;
the Government hgd stricter control over
the issue of building permits and the re-
lease of materials than had any other
State. The Premier himself was therefore,

in June of last year, able with pride to
say, when visiting another State, that
Western Australia enjoyed the lowest
building costs of any State of Australia.
The difficulties are acknowledged now by
the Minister for Housing-for I take it
that those are his expressions in the Speech
of His Excellency. I now turn to quote
some lying statements made in March, 1947,
which were supported by the Hon. the
Premier.

The Premier: Steady! I think you
might be a little more careful in your
choice of language.

Ron. F. J. S. WISE: I will be very
careful in may choice of language. Those
statements were supported by the Ministers
and aiithorised by the secretary of the
Liberal Party. There was no subject more
wilfully misrepresented than housing dur-
ing the last election campaign, no subject
more wilfully or vigorously misrepresented
by the Hon. the Premier and those asso-
ciated with him. In an advertisement ap-
pearing in "The West Australian" of the
11th M1arch, 1047, these words are to be
found-

Labour's Great Housing Muddle.
For want of houses people arc living in gar-

ages or old Army tents. Married couples, some-
times with families, are living in one room. Sev-
eral families are living in one small house. Are
the people to blame? No. The spineless and
planless Labour Government are to blame. Some
builders are only now receiving orders lodged
in October and November last year. In the
meantime the weak Labour Government side-
steps the issue, shirks its responsibilities, and
the people go without.

Another gem from the collection of lying
statements andl misrepresentations on the
housin-z i'-sue appeared in "The West Aus-
tralian" of March last year. Ia large black
type appear the words "Labour's Housing
Racket." Choice of words, the hon. the
Premier suggests! The meaning of racket,
according to Webster's dictionary, is, "a
fraudulent scheme." But be was pleased to
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have such a secretary of his party to be
responsible for sudb advertuisemen-ts.
"L abour's Housing Racket"!

Mr. Fox: T hope the member for Wagin
will sleep on that.

Mr. Reynolds: He has no conscience.

H~on. F. J. S. WISE: The advertisement
continues-

Here's a brilliant example of bow the Labour
Government's control and price-fixing have pea-
alised home seekers.

What a gem! In "The West Australian" of
the 25th April, 1948, the same Mr. Palmer,
over his signature, said-

Western Australia's rents are the lowest in
Australia, but that is under State control. Can-
berra has never c ontrolled Western Australia's
rents. For the past nine years Western Aus-
tralia's rents have been State controlled and
airc the lowest in Australia.

For the miserable purpose of again putting
in at fraudulent statement in the campaign
on the referendum! We have the absolute
audacity on the part of this man, who stated
that the rents in Western Australia were
the lowest in Australia. But in March, 1947,
he said-

Here's a brilliant example of bow the
Labour Government's e'ontroi and price-fixing
have penalised home-seekers.

It is a brazen effrontery, if nothing else, and
to think that such things should be allowed
to slip by without public protest is amaz-
ing. This advertisement continuies-

Hrow prices rise with Wise.
That might be euphonious; it might oven
be a personal attack on me, for at that time
T had been in charge for 15 months of the
deppartment under which housing comes. But
this advertisement shows that the average
fire-roomed timber house, for which the rent
in 1939 was 16s., had a rental in 1946 of
30s. 6d., and my name was attached to that.
It further states that the increase in cost
was 98 per cent. and that the cost is still
rising. This is what the advertisement says
and it is the part I am about to analyse-

The above figures were given in evidence by
officers of the Workers' Homes Board before
the Arbitration Court on the 10th February,
1947-

I went to the trouble, Mr. Speake-, to get
the notes of evidence that were given by the
officers of the Workers' Homes Board, and
I say that not only is this advertisement,
sponagored by Mr-. Palmer and supported by

the Premier as an election advertisement,
a malicious lie, but it is known, and was
known to be, a lie by the gentleman who
authorised it.

Hon. A. RI. G-. Hawke: The Liberal. Party
has been in the gutter for many months.

Eon. F. J. S. WISE:- Having obtained
the notes of evidence, I say that the tw@
figures quoted by Mr. Palmer in that ad-
vertisement are certainly in the evidence, but
they do not relate to the same things.

Hon. 5. T. Tonkin: That is what I call
fraud,

Han. F. J. S. WISE: Mr. Palmer knew
that the sworn evidence did not showv an
increase of 98 per cent. at all. It showed
that ant increase in building costs of 40 per
cent. was mainly due to wages increases in
actual materials production. The evidence
further showed that contractors were con-
tract ing tinder abnormal conditions owing
to the war, because galvanised iron, wate-r
pipes, hardware, glassware, plywood, sea-
soned timber, and more especially material;
for which we were entirely dependent on
the Eastern States, were not only in short
supply but barely in supply at all. The
evidence given by the architect-which c-an-
not be contradicted;, this is a copy of the
evidence from the report itself-was that it
would he impossible to make a fair com-
parisoni between 1930 and 1946. Those
wor-ds are in the evidence. I repeat, the
brazen effrontery of the man, with his lying
and malicious statements, sponsored by the
Premier and those associated with him! Ho
knew that was aL lie at the time he prepared
the advertisement.

Mr. Marshall: And the Premier agreed
with ft;. That is the trouble. I would like
to hear the Honorary Minister for Supply
and Shtipping on the morals of this party.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: There was little in
competition between the builders of 1946,
because of the materials supply position.
There were few working contractors then
compared with 1939; a large percentage of
apprentices and Workmen had for years
been away from their various trades. In
addition, the first houses were iron-roofed;
the larter tiled. The evidence says-

The samne type of timber house is not being
built at present as in 1939. We are now build-
ing a mnuch better type of house.
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But the people concerned used the figures
in the evidence, "A housing racket," Mr.
Speaker! Never before in the history of
politics in Australia has there been an
advertisement so maliciously, so wilfully, so
fraudulently given to the public as this one,

The Premier:- Oh, I can tell you about
somle fraudulent advertisements. If you
want comparisons I will give you some.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I am very proud
to have aroused the Premier from his leth-
argy, indeed, very glad. If there is to be
any judge of what are fraudulent advertise'
ments, I will leave it to the hon. gentleman
to make the comparison. I say that this
advertisement-brutal though it was--not
only wa~s, sponsored by the hon. gentleman
opposite and those associated with him, but
that he was pleased with it. He is proud
of it. The hon. the Premier said last
night, "This man is a rattling good man."

The Premier: He has got you on the run.

Hon. F. J. 9. WISE: I will tell you
something about him in a minute. If the
hon. the Premier feels proud of his asso-
ciation with a person who will stoop, in the
face of facts, to subscribe his name to such
wilful, malicious. representation as that, I
think it is time he took stock of himself.

Hon. A. RI. G. Ilawke: After all, Palmer
is only a paid servant. It is the Premier
and the M1inister for Housing who are
fundanmentally to blame.

Hon. F. J. 5. WISE:- I think it is the
capacity of this man for misrepresentation
that makes him so popular with mem-
bers op~posite. This is the man who said
in May, and said for the Liberal Party, that
rents were lowest in Western Australia of
all the States. The Speefch says, in the
paragraph from which I quoted earlier, that
the effective building rate at the end of May
was 2,712 houses per annum. The effective
bujilding rate is the mean of completions
and Pommencements.

The Minister for Housing: Those were
the last figures available at the time the
Speech was made.

lHon. F. J. S. WISE: The only equivalent
of the effective buildling rate is; the measure
of the level for any pres;cribed period.

The M1inister for Housing: I have them
here.

Hion, F. J. S. WISE: And the Minister
for Housing selected for illstration in the
Governor's Speech the month of May.

The Minister for Housing; They were the
last figures.

Mr. Styants: What was wrong with the
figures for June?1

The Minister for Housing: The figures
'wvere not out.

lon. F. J. S. WISE: I have gone to
the trouble of obtaining from the offlee of
the statistician all the figures for completed
periods and they clearly show that the best
figure the hon. gentleman could have select-
ed was the figure for the month of May.
That is the best figure he has had for this
year.

The Mlinister for Housing: There was
Sep tember last year.

Hon. F. 3. S. WISE: I will deal with
September in a moment. The Minister will
take no credit for that one. The June
quarterly figure--and the quarterly figures
are the only ones that will give a true indi-
cation of the position-is 2,522. That is
the statistician's figure for the June quar-
ter, but that did not appear in the Speech.

The M1inister of Housing: It was not
known.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: In the Speech, late
in July, was the figure for May.

The Minister of Housing: These later
figures were received by me two days ago.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: If we analyse the
effetive building rate prior to this Govern-
menit's taking office, and since, we will find
that despite lying advertisements and wilful
mnisrepresentation as to what the public
might expect, the public must now he very
sadly disillusioned.

The Minister for Housing: Very far from

Eon. F. J. S. WISE: The public must be
very sadly disillusioned, beca use I have gone
to the trouble of drawing a graph showing
exactly and fully all the story of building
comme-ncements and completions and the
effective building rate from March of 1.946
to Maich of 1948, and I say to the Minister
that the public must be sadly disillusioned,
bearing in mind the specious promnises m~ade
that the Present Government was going to
revolutiunisc the housing position and was
goiung to issue Permits to build where only

112



[28 JuLI-, 1048.]11

two persons were to be housed. That wvas
in one Policy speech. A a -matter of fact
the building rate after the effect of the
organisation of our Government ceased, has
dropped considerably.

The Minister for Houging: The building
rate has dropped on account of the 40-hour
week.

Hon. F. J. S, WISE: Never mind the

The Premier: They don't take that into
consideration.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: What did the Pre-
mier take into considerationI

Several members interjected.

Mir. SPEAKER: Order! One voice at a
time, please.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: If I may have an
opportunity to make this speech-

Thei Minister for Housing: Sorry!

Hon. F. J. S. WISE :-I would say that
the Premier, himself, in his Policy speech
said, " It is no use saying there was a war
and there was a depression." Now he wants
to get in behind the flimsy excuse that costs
are rising.

The Premier: Yea.

Rion. F. 3. S. WISE: He safid then that
there was no use in saying there was a war
and a depression, but now he wants to get
[a right behind any flimy pretext he can
raise. I repeat that after the influence of
the Labour Government's organisation, made
from a standing start, had ceased, there was
a decline. The picture is clearly shown in
this graph which I bare in my band. The
peak was reached in the September quarter
of 3947. It decreased slightly to the Decemn-
her quaxter but went sharply down once the
effect of the new Government's stimulus was
experienced.

The Minister for Housing: You must be
fair!

I-on. F. J. S. WISE: I will be fair. I
will use only the statistician's figures and no
figIment of my imag-ination.

The Minister for Housing: No, 'Mr. Lem-
mon's.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: The Minister cn
use Mr. Leinmon's or 'Mr. Orange's if be

ies. I care not. I will use the figures
of the State Sitatistician of Western Aus-

tralia. 1 repeat that the peak was reached
in September, 1947. By December, 1947,
not or~c house war, completed which had been
the subject of contract let by the new Gov-
erment.. So we can in all fairness say that
after the December quarter 1947 up till
when the. graph shows a continuing rate of
progress of which we were very proud,
there wats such a marked decline that if it
had gone munch further the lines would have
fallen off the bottom Of the graph!l The fig-
ure for the September quarter of 1947 was
at the effective building rate of 2,836 homes.
Will the 'Minister check that from his fig-
ures?

Tho Mlinister for Housing: It has risen
30 per cent., in spite of the 40-hour week.

The Premier: Not a bad figure!

Hon. F. 3. S. WISE: The Government
can only alhow, -from' the commencement of
the first recorded house finished from their
efforts, a drop in the building rate in this
State.

The Minister for Housing: No.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I produce this
graph as proof.

Thea M inis ter for Housing: I produce these
figures. There is a 3O per cent, rise.

Ho-n. F. J. S. WISE: I produce this
graph and I say to the Minister that he can
analyse it and that he can take it to the
statistician and can in no way show that it
is in the mninutest particular inaccurate.

The Minister for Housing: So long as it
shows my 3O per cent, rise, it is all right.

Mr. -Marshall: Who drew that one up?
Mr. Palmer?

Hon' F. J. S. WISE: I have a document
in ray hand from the statistician which shows
that for the September 1947 quarter in re-
spect of houses started by the Labour Gov-
ernmrent the peak was reached in building
operations in this State's history when the
figure was 2,836 homnes per annumn. At the
Deccmber quarter it was still at 2,744; and
the Minister should be ashamed of himself
when he contemplates his own words and
those of his colleagues and remembers -what
was promisedl to the people who, according
to this advertisement, were living with
mothers-in-law and in gairages and in camps.

lRon. J. B. Sleeman: And they are still
living there.
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Hon. F. J. S. WISE: The Minister should
he ashamed when he remembers what was
deliberately promised to these people. It was
promised that permits would be issued to
people who could prove hardship even if
only two persons, were involved.

The Minister for Housing: And they were
getting five per cent. anld we increased it
to 35 per centt.

Hon, F. J, S. WISE: If the Minister
will accept the figures of the statistician
which I am using and which are an exact
copy-

The Minister for Housing: I have them.

Hon. F. J. S, WISE :--of those he has,
he will know that the figures I am using
cannot be denied and that for the September
1947 quarter the housing rate was 2,836 per
annum.

The Minister for Housing: Perfectly cor-
rect.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: And for the June
quarter, 1948, it was 2,522.

The Minister for Housing: It is 30 per
cent. above the rate of 12 months before.
In spite of the 40-hour week there was a
30 per cent, improvement.

Hon. F. .1. S. WISE: The 'Minister can-
not brush the matter aside hy talking of
war causes, shortage of mnaterials, etc. We
have a Housing Minister flow!

The Minister for Housing: He is the best
Ilousitig Minister the State has ever had!

Bion. F. J. S. WISE: The hon. gentle-
man speaks for himself. I have the gravest
doubt, in spite of the Minister's pretence
at improvement, that the effective building
rate for any quarter of the year 1948 wvill
reach that of the quarter ended September,
1947.

The Minister for Housing: We will have
a look and see.

H~on. F. J1. S. WISE: We will know by
December. We will know if there is much
pretence about that .30 per cent. increase.

The Minister for Housing: It is 30 per
cent. up to now. It will be 60 per cent.
by the end of the year.

Hion. F. J. S. WISE: I repeat, T doublt
very much whether the figure for any
quarter of 1948, when this wonderful M.Niii-
ister for Housing- will have had full sway
ntnd influence-bhe is not even Attorney

General 1ow ; there is a vacant chair-will
have reached the figure of 2,836 homes.
The Government promised, in regard to
housing, praatically the milleniam, Not
only were these people to cease living with
grandmas and mothers-in-law-

The Minister for Housing: They largely
have, too.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: There is still a
number of three and four unit families un-
satisfied, with no home at all.

The Minister for Housing: We agree with
that.

Mr. Orayden interjected.

Hon. IF. J. S. WISE: I would like the
member for Swan to appreciate this, that
I am stating facts only. I am not saying
to the Minister that he should do this or
that. He claimed that he could do things
which not only have been impossible of
achievement but have shown hlow false were
the statements made and how little he and
the other members of his party regarded
the position before they assumed auth-
ority. We were told "Prices rise with
Wise." Let me show 'jiow they h ave risen
with MeLarty and McDonald.

Mr. Marshal- Two Scotsmen, too!

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: In the article I
have shown to be a lying statement, from
the evidence before the Arbitration Court,
there Nivas a conclusion drawn that I was
responsible for a tremendous increase in
the cost of building in Western Australia.
I refer the Minister for Housing to the
fact that the meanest type of home-and
I do not say that in any disparaging way-
the humblest type built by the Housing
Comnmission, has increased in cost in 12
months, from the 1st July, 1947, to the 30th
June, 1048, from £:1,086 to £1l,342. That is
the tyrpe of home that was let at a few
shillings, rent, pre--war. It has risen by
.50 per cent. on the pvc-war cost.

'Mr. Wild: That is about the cheapest in
Australia.

The 'Minister for Housing: The trouble
is-

Hon. F. J, S. WISE: There is no chance
of the Minister making excuses. There
were no troubles when he assumed office;
it wvas simply the responshility of those on
this side of the House; there were no prob-
lems!E But whatever excuses he may make
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Or whatever reasons he may bring forwvard, niany thousands who cannot buy. There
the feet is that the price has risen in the
ease of the humble type of home-I think
about 71' to 8 squares-by Z-956 ill 12
months.

The Premier: This applies throughout
Australia.

lion. F. J. S. WNISE: It did not apply
before; it applied to Western Australia!
The lPremuier, pre-election, said, "Unless we
can sweep away this Labour Government
wye will finish ill a morass from which it
will be ditlienit to extricate ourselves.''

The Premier: That is tiue enough.

lion. F. J1. S. WISE: Unfortunately, the
G;overniment is finding itself not only in
such a morass on this subject, but open to
puliiccriticisnm for wilful misrepresenta-
tion, and(, liceause the public believed the
members of the party at that time, we

id the housing position today is such
that the samie people they spoke of are still
witholit homes; they are living in the same

gaae.Costs are rising to such an extent
that the people who could and would have
willingly' built, have spent their substance
waiting for the opportunity. Many of themr
have spent the money they saved as a
deposit to commence building operations,
and find today that buildinx costs are en-
tirely out of their reach. That is the true
position.

The Minister for Housing: And progress
has been made in spite of it all.

Iron. F. X. S. WISE: We have reached
this peculiar position where those who
have not the opiportunity of providing
better accommodation for themselves and
families, or the wherewithal to do so, wil
go without, whereas those who have the
wherewithal and the motney, but not the
need, will be ahie to build privately. They
will he able, not uinder the builders' base
figure arrangement or the Commonwvealth
State Housing Scheme, but under the pri-
vate contracting arrangement, to build to
the detriment of those most in need. We
wvill find that the Commonwealth-State
rental scheme will have many more appli-
cations from those who normally could af-
ford to build.

The Minister for Housing: They can
buy their rental homes now.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Those who have
the wherewithal may do so, bitt there are

are many who realise it is not a good in-
vestment to buy. They appreciate that if
they build today there must of necessity
be such a shrinkage in values that they
will lose at least one-third of their invest-
ment before the lapse of many years.

The 'Minister for Housing: I doubt that.

lion. F. J. S. WISE: There is no doubt
about that.

The Premier: Who are you blaming for
that ?

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: So we still have
three and four unit families unsatisfied
while the Government pretends that we
are making substantial progress. I say, in
fly only note of criticim in the lengthy
speceii I have delivered this evening, that
the housing position in this State is no
credit, but a great and lasting disgrace to
the present Government!

The Minister for Housing: It is a great
achievement by the present Government.

MR. ACKLAND (Titwin-M1oore) [8.10]:
When speaking to the Address-in-reply,
there is such at range of subjects to dis-
cuss that one experiences some difficulty
in finding just what is most appropriate
to the occasion. It seems desirable to
view at least some of our past legislation
in retrospect, and before touching on other
matters I will deal with factors affecting pri-
mary producers, as nearly all the residents in
my electorate depend for their livelihood on
primary production. The present Minister
for Agriculture is; giving a great deal of
satisfaction throughout the agricultural areas.

The Premier: Hear, hear, everywhere!

Mr. ACKLAND: During the last session
of Parliament I drew some criticism by say-
ing that he was the only Minister for Agri-
culture we had had for anany years who had
a rural hack~round. There was no need for
anyone to feel hurt at that. I know that the
two previous Ministers for Agriculture had]
had some rural expcrience, atnd that one of
them had been tropical adviser to the Deport-
ment of Agriculture, hut for anyone to have
a rural] background it is nevessary that he
shoul1, by his own efforts and labour, have
wvon from the, soil a livelihood for himself
and his family. The present Msinister is a
man with that background, and it is feces-
sary to have such a man in order to have a
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well-balanced Department of Agriculture. If
we have an ca-civil servant as Minister it
stands to reason that the department must of
necessity-without reflecting on any gentle-
man-be somewhat lopsided.

1 conip now to the manner in which the
Minister has tackled the problem of bovine
T.11. ini the metropolitan area, and the fact
that there has been criticism of his action in
somec quarters. We must remember that
nearly 3,000 cattle have had to he destroyedi
in the metropolitan area owing to T.B.
Every one of those beasts was a potential
11en1ace to the health of the people of that
area. I would ask the Minister to go further
and bring down legislation by means of
which all the cattle in Western Austrlia-
with the possible exception of those in the
Kiinherleys-would be brought under at
scheme similar ti4 that to which I have re-
ferred. Provision could be made in that
leg-islation to find the number of veterinary
Officers necessary to attend to all the dairy
cattle inl this State.

In one herd dealt with there were 79
per cjent, of reactors, in close proximity to
Perth. The average among cattle for milk-
ing purposes in dairy herds in the metro-
politan area was 43 per cent. There is al
more pleasant picture, when we go be-
yond the limits of the very close grazing.
Outside the metropolitan area the incid-
ence of T.13. in herds -ranged from four to
16 per cent.; an average of about nine per
cent. If the good work done so far is not
continued, in order that pure milk and
butter fat may be available from T.B. free
herds, a great deal of the expense already
incurred will bare been wasted.

lion. F. J. S. Wise: Was that nine per
cent, of the whole of the dairy herds?9

Mr. ACKLAND: Forty-three per cent.
in the metropolitan area and nine per cent.
in the herds beyond that area, but of course
that has only touched on the fringe of the
cattle outside the metropolitan area.

I wish now to deal with the necessity for
the establishment -of more experimental
stations, particularly in the light land areas.
The Minister has taken the right step in
arranging- for small experimental stations
and plots to he conducted by individual
farmers. Under present condiions3, with
shortages of -properly trained staff, machin-
cry, wire-netting, and all the necessities for
the estahlishment of large experimental

stations, chat move has been entirely justi-
tied, but it can he taken only as a temnpor-
ary 2xpedient. In order to do the job
propcrly, we must have men trained and
fitted for that class of work. Although the
fanner who undertakes this Labour is to he
given every credit for what ho does, that
system must be considered only as a tempor-
ary measure.

The Leader of the Opposition mentioned
that thvre, were 10,000,000 acres of land still
waiting development-nearly all of it light
land-in the good rainfall] areas. That
figure coinicides with the information I
hare p~repared for this evening. To the
wvest of the Midland Railway line
there are at least 2,000,000 acres of
such country, and the 'Minister has
estah[ished four or five of these small plots
in that area. I have his assurance that he
intends to earmark there sufficient land for
the establishment of ain experimental sta-
tion. There is an abundant rainfall in that
part of the country. The land is low in soil
fertility but it would be foolish to say that
anuy country in Western Australia is too
poor-given the right trea'tment-t6 pro-
duce either good fodder or cereal crops.

At the experimental station at Wongan
hilfls we had experience of what can be
done with light land. Prior to the estab-
lishmcent of that farm very little of the
poorer class of land in the medium ra-infall
area was used for the growing of cereals, but
that station has now passed to the second
stage. First it proved that the land could
grow good cereal crops, and today it is
coantig into its own. With the introduction
of legumes into that country I believe the
time will come when it will he considered
more productive than some of the heavier
country in similar rainfall areas. What can
be done there I believe can he done in the
poorer soils with the very much heavier
rainfall, although it may not be done so
easily. The experimental station of which
I amn speaking has an average rainfall of
about 15 inches. I do hope that the Minis-
ter will give some consideration to the belt
Of lhtland in the Esperanee area. This is
ain area I have not seen but, fromn informa-
tion given mae, it appears to be a much
better type of -soil than the majority of land
on- the coastal fringe of Western Australia,
and it is wel.] worthy of experimentation.

During last session there was a great deal
of discussion, some of it heated, with

117



118 [ASSEMBLY.]

reference to bulk-Ihandling for, within a
very few weeks of the Government taking
office, they decided to hand over to the
farmers' own co-operative company the
installations at Fremantle. Figures which
I presented to this House from time to time
were critioised, but today I am in a, position
to give the figures for a full season's wheat-
handling, a season in which more than
13,000,000 bushels of wheat have been
handled through the Fremantle terminals.
These figures fully justify the Government's
action. Prior to the Government's taking
over control at Fremantle, the average rate
of loading of all ships handled up to that
date was 302.4 tons per hour. Since then,
40 ships have been loaded and the average
has been stepped up to 407.1 tons per hour
for all ships that have been handled, and
the secret of the great improvement lies
in the fact that this was done under single
instead of dual control.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: 'Who did the work?

Mr. ACKLAND: The work was done by
the skovedores and the wharf labourers at
Fremantle, It was done with the same
machinery, with some alterations which
were found to he necessary.

Mr, Fox:z Then it is not the same
machinery.

Mr. ACKLAND: I am better informed
than the member for South Fremantle on
this subject, because I am in very close eon-
tart with it, although I do not represent the
rport of Fremantle. The rate of loading
has been stepped up by 35 per cent. but it
is unlikely that that rate can he increased
until such time as bigger trimmers are
available. The trimmers at present being
used have a maximum capacity of 300 tons
per hour, and sonmc of the ships loaded
required the use of the trimmers for as
much as 70 per cent, of their cargoes. The
action taken by the Government on that
oet-asion has been justified and it has in
some measure been able to keep down -the
ever-ia-reasing cost of handling wheat in
this State.

From wheat-handling& I should like to
turn to wheat-marketing. This is probably
the most controversial subject in Australia
today. It is nearly as controversial as free
medicine.

Mr. Reynolds: You had your tail feathers
plueked l

Mr. ACKLAND: We have had placed
before us an international wheat agreement,
and it is not dead, by any means, because
the Common-wealth Government has great
hopes that within 'another 12 months it
will he able to carry on with this scheme
whereby it can nationalise the wheat in-
dustry in this country without the support
of the growers and without the co-operation
of the Government of Western Australia.
It is not the first time that the Common-
wealth Government has tried to foist on the
growers of Australia an international wheat
agreement. In 1933! 23 nations started to
negotiate for such an agreement, but the
negotiations fell through because Argentina
had, such a bumper harvest that she was
forced to break her obligations to the other
nations owing to shortage of -bags and stor-
age space. In 1942, five nations, including
Great Britain, Canada, the United States of
America, Argentina and Australia entered
into another agreement and, despite the
efforts of the Department of Commerce,
prices skyrocketed at such a tremendous
rate that the position got out of control.

Mr. Reynolds: What are they doing& now!

Mr. ACKLAND: Now we have this last
international wheat agreement which was
signed by 36 nations, who could not in the
majority of cases be relied upon in any way.
Some of these nations were under the domi-
nance of Russia, and some of them were
,absolutely bankrupt.

Mr. Wild: Who were they?

Mr. ACKLAND: They were Australia,
Afghanistan, Belgium, Brazil, China, Col-
umbia, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
French Union and Saar, Greece, Guatemala,
Tndia, Ireland, Italy, Lebanon, Liberia,
Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway,
Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, South
Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, the United
Kingdom and -Venezuela. Some of those
nations are completely under the dominance
of Russia and there are some who were
absolutely, and will always he, bank-
rupt. Of those 36 nations. 33 were
buyer nations, and only three seller nations.
Under that agreement, we find that the 33
nations have entered into, or did enter into,
no obflgation whatever to accept the wheat
to be sold by the three seller nations. On
the other band, the three seller nations bad
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entered into an agreement that they were Mr. ACKLAND: I was mentioning that
compelled to deliver their quota of the
500,000,000 bushels to those countries, if it
was required. As I have already pointed
out, there was no obligation upon the other
nations to take this wheat. Of the three
seller nations, two were in the dollar area
and one--Australia-was in the sterling
area.

Mr. Reynolds: What difference does that
make?

Mr. ACKLAND: It makes this differ-
enee: That America in the dollar area was
quite unable to sell her wheat at the same
price at that which was being sold by Aus-
tralia on the sterling area.

Mr. Reynolds: You are not putting that
over nie!

Mr. ACKLAND: We find that America
was selling her wheat at 14s. Gd. per bushel.
We found that in this country we were able
to sell every bushel of wheat we had to sell
at something over £1. Under this agree-
nient-

Mir. Reynolds: The day of reckoning will
come.

Mr. ACKLAND: -we found that Canada
was the biggest seller and she was able to
sell 230,000,000 bushels, and her average in
the last 16 years has been 226,000,000
bushels. We found that Australia had to
sell 85,000,000 bushels, and her average for
that period was 80,000,000 bushels. On the
other hand, we find that America, who has
increased her production until it is nearly
1,200,000,000 bushels, had to sell 185,000,000
bushels.

Mr. Reynolds: I have seen the day wvhen
we could not sell. We had to give it away
at the world's own prices.

Mr. SPEARER: Order!
Mr. ACKLAND: The American price at

that time was 14s. 6d., and the price that
Australia was getting was over £1.

Mr. Reynolds: It is all very well flying
kites; you had better come down to Mother
Earth.

Mlr. SPEAKER: Order!
The Premier: What about making your

speech later?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not interject so often; he is abusing the
privilege.

Mr. Reynolds: I am sorry, Sir.

America, for some years, haes been producing
a crop of nearly 1,200,000,000 bushels. She
requires 700,000,000 bushels to feed her
people within the United States, and for
that she has been receiving 16s. 6d. per
bushel. On the other hand, we have Aus-
tralia who has used internally a crop of
00,000,000 bushels for which she was to
reee,'e 6s. 3d. per bushel.

Mr. Reynolds: America was selling wheat
ro India for 12s. a bushel when we were
gettirg- 17s. Gd., and you know it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The ben, mem-
ber can make his speech later.

Mr. Reynolds: With pleasure!.

Mr. .&CKLAND: I was saying that the
United States of America used 700,000,000
bushels of wheat for home consumption at
16s. 6d. per bushel, but Australia used
60,00,000 bushels at 6s. 3d. America would
have to sell a very small percentage of her
when; at a loss of 2s. at 14s. 6d. a bushel,
whereas Australia would have to sell a
good deal of her wheat at a loss of 6s. per
bushel under this scheme. But that is not
the damning point of it all. For every bushel
of wvheat Australia had for sale under this
scheme, we find that the United States of
America had 300,000,000 bushels, free of all
encumbrances as to agreements, which she
couldi sell in the open market. Then we have
the Argentine in South America who is out-
side this agreement altogether, and who was
under no obligation and able to sell the whole
of her 115,000,000 bushels of wheat at 30s.
3d. per bushel.

The most damning point of this is that
whereas the three selling nations were under
an obligation to sell the wheat at a very
depreciated price-in the ease of Australia
6s. below what she was getting for it-the
other countries of the world are under no
obligation to buy the wheat if they do not
require it. I should like to mention that
Australia had an exportable crop of
140 000,000 bushels last year. She bad sold
80,60o,600 bushels to Great Britain at 17s.;
25,000,000 bushels to India at 18s. 6id., and
40,0010.000 bushels to the rest of the world
at something over 20s., the average for the
whole lot being 18s. Gd. ,On the 15t August
she would have been compulsorily compelled
under this agreement to reduce that price
to the cost to India, that is, to 12s.
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5d. per bushel; 6s. Idi. below the price which
she was getting for it. Yet at the same time
we find that there was no obligation what-
ever on India, and to express her apprecia-
tion of what Australia had done in this case
she immediately increased her jute prices
to this country from 28s. 4d. per dozen to
something over 30is.

It was a ease of this countr ' about to
be tied hand and foot. She was going to
be compelled to reduce the price to 12s. 5d.
for India anti to 12s. for Great Britain or
afil Euroj tan c-ountries, but there was no ob-
ligation whatever on the rest of the world
to mueet her in any way whatever by any
reduction in the price of goods purchased
by Australia. It was not fixed on the cost
of production because from the first year
to the fifth there was to be a sliding scale
of 10 cents redaction each year until the
wheat in this country was being sold at its
equivalent basis of 6s. 6d. a bushel. The
(is. lid, a bushel was to be at lake head
ports U.SA. and not Australian ports. The
price was to be at American lake head ports,
nt freight rates which are some pee per
bushel below that at Australian ports. It
was also sold at No. 1 Manitoba quality
which is from 4d. to 5'/2,d. per bushel on a
higher standard of prices on the world's
market than this country's wheat, So that
by 1952 we would have found that the mini-
mum pricee received by this country was to
be down to fis. 6d. per bus4hel at lakes head
ports which works out somewhere around
4s. 6d. to 49. 8d. at the ports in Australia.
IVhen you take the ever rising costs of wheat-
handling, it stand. to reason that at the
end of that period it would be considerably
below the cost of production in this country.
I hope most sincerely that the agreement
w~ill never be revived. I say that the Corn-
monwealth brought it in only as a means
of socialisingr the industry. This is the only
war in which the Commonwealth could
socialise the industry without the assistance
of the growers or the States of the Coin-
mnonwealth. Let us hope that we have heard
the last of the International Wheat Atooee-
ment.

In the meantime we have before us a wheat
stabilisattion plan which has been presented
to the Ministers for Agriculture of the vari-
ous States. This plan is in no material re-
spedt any different from the plans that had
been presented to us previously. There are

four main factors that are vital to the wheat
industry of Western Australia. To begin
with there is no provision made for the cost
of production. We had an inquiry by the
Commonwealth at the request of the Austra-
lian Wheatgrowers' Federation and, on) the
1st December, 1947, an interim report was
presented which showed the cost of growing
wheat to be (is. per buishel ot growers' sidings.

Mr. Reynolds: I sholl put sonme questions
to you tomorrow.

Ilon. A. 11. Panton: Ab! A new Minister!

1Mr. ACKLAND): To this must b1 added
tile cost of handlingz the wheat. I have be-
fore me particulars of the costs that have
been incurredl b)'y the growas of Aust ralia
(luring the last few years as presented by
the Australian Wheat Board. Tboe costs
varied as follows:

1939-40
1940-41
1941-42 .-

19)42-43 .

1943-44
1944-45 -

1945-46 -

1946-47 -

8.786d.
9.819d.

10.261d.
11.174d.
12.2d.
11.5dr.
10.179d.
8.99d.

The 8.99d., howvever, is by no means a fair
cost fo- the whole of Australia. In that
year very little wheat was handled in New
South Waile. It was a year in which prac-
tically all the wheat was taken delivery of at

th idings where it was in stove. The great
bulk of it was used by the stock breeders in
New South Wales and Victoria. This year
the 40-hour week has been instituted, and
that is already showing its effects on our
costs. In New South Wales there was a
rise in wheat freights of 40 per cent., repro-
seating 2)d. per bushel. In Victoria there was
a rise of 15 per cent., representing '/A-d. per
bushel. Here in Western Australia where
wheat was hauled over the Midland Railway,
we had an increase of 1.5d., or 33.A per cent.,
on the wheat carried over tha~t line. There-
fore I say that 6s. per bushel at sidings as at
the 1st December, 1947, in no way compares
with what the Commonwealth Governmexkt
is asking the growers to accept under this;
agreement, namely, 6s. 3d. per bushel at
ports for the 1948-49 crop.

If members read the agreement carefully,
they will find that it is to come into operation
at the end of this year. The figure is to be
6s. 3d. per bushel at that time. Yet there
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has been an increase of at least 4d. per
bushel since the figure of 8.99d. which I
quoted. Had the Commonwealth wished to
be just in this matter, it would have offered
the growers an amount of 6s. 9d. per bushel
at ports as at that date, 1st December, 1947,'
and tied to an index cost system. I cannot
understand why the Commonwealth is not
prepared to do so.

Of all the foodstuffs, wheat is the cheapest
commodity in the world today. We in Aus-
tralia use less than 4Y2 bushels par head of
the population per year. At 6s. 3d. per
bushel, that would represent about 28s. per
year. When we consider that only a pro-
p~ortion of the wheat is used for human eon-
.suruption-only 73 per cent, is extracted
from thc wheat for floui-thc wheat that the
householder uses for bread and breakfast
foods, etc., represents at cost of 21s. a year,
or approximately 5d. per wveek. Had growers
been given an increase of Od. to bring the
price uip to the cost of production for that
year, it would have represented well under
6d. per head of the population. The Corn-
mnonwealth asserts that it must keep down
the cost of living, but this is about the
smallest item in the cost of living and we
find that in every other avenue of expendi-
ture on commodities taken into account in
the cost of living, it has no hesitation what-
ever in constantly allowing those costs to bc
increased.

in, the first instance the proposed agree-
ment is objectionable to the growers because
it does not provide for the cost of produc-
tion. In the second instance, the Common-
wealth is insisting that all stock-breeders in
this country should receive wheat at this
figure, which is below the cost of production.
In the last 18 years, there has been only one
year in which the breeders of stock have
paid the cost of production for the wheat
they used. I have the figures for which
wheat has been sold to them over that period,
as follows:-

1930-31
193 1-32
1932-33
1933-34
1934-35
1935-36

-- .. 2

-. 2

In 1986-37, the only year in
wheatgrowers received their cos
tion, it was 5s. In 1987-38 it v

[s. lid.
s. 9d.
s. 5d.
a. 21d.

2s. 5d.
as. 21d.

which the
of produe-
vas 3s. 6d.

per bushel, still below the cost of produc-
tion. Now we come to the war years-

1938-39, average, 1s. 10d.
Front Sept. 1939 to April 1942-2s. lid.
Front May 1942 to Nov. 1945-2s. id.
Front Dee . 1045 to Dec. 1946-4s. Gd.
Front Jan. 1947 to Jan. 18, 1948-4s. 6'Ad.

During the whole of that peiiod, with the
except-on of one year, the growers received
for their wheat less than the cost of its pro-
duiction. I have previously mentioned in
this House that the wheatgrowers ia West-
ern Australia are under an obligation to the
people of the State. For the seasons 1930-31
to 1041 the growers received £21,202,144 by
way of direct subsidies. Fromt the flour
tax, from 1938 to 1943, they received
£4,600,000, making a total of £25,702,144.
But the growers (lid not receive all of that
money. We find that, in one hit alone, the
Commonwealth Government robbed the flour
tax colectious of £843,000, which it gave as
a special grant to the dairy farmers in New
South Wales and Victoria. We find that
for the 13 years the growers did receive
£E24,859,144. I would particularly like the
member for Forrest to listen to what the
growis contributed in the next seven years.

Mr. Reynolds: I am fully aware of it.

Mr. ACKLAND: From the No. 5 Pool,
the quantity of wheat used in Australia was
66,726,4000 bushels. That was sold at 1%d.
per bushel below the oversea price, repre-
senting £486,833. From the No. 6 Pool the
quantity used in Australia was 72,926,000
bushels. That was sold at a loss of 6d., repre-
senting £1,823,150. The Nos. 7 and 8 Pools
were sold as one pool. The quantity of
wheat from these combined pools sold in
Australia was 127,9)71,000 bushels. This was
sold at 3s. 2d. per bushel below oversea
value, representing £20,262,075. From the
No. 9 Pool, 60,832,000 bushels were sold at
a loss of 5s. 10d. per bushel, representing
£17,742,666. From the No. 10 Pool,
59,527,000 bushels were gold at a loss of
10s. Id. per bushel, representing £E29,857,862.
The No. 11 Pool is not yet complete, so we
will take an estimate of 60,000,000 bushels
as the quantity to be used in Australia. It
wi4ll, if anything, be in excess of that quan-
tity. It has been sold at 12s. 3d. per bushel
below the oversea value, representing
£36,750,000; er a grand total of £106,922,586.
That isa what the wheatgrowers of Australia
have contributed to the people of Australia;
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but Western Australia alone in those seven
years has sontributed in all £20,980,202,
which is an average of nearly £3,000,000
per annum over the seven years. But the
State of Western Australia had a drawback.
Some of its wheat was sold not only for
flour, hut for stock feed. Over the seven
yes, its value was £7,655,340. The direct
loss to all the people of this country, not
only the wheatgrowcrs, was £13,324,862, or
for the whole period of seven years the loss
has been £1,903,552 per annum. It has
been suggested that these figures are wrong.
They are not my figures, hut have been
compiled by the Commonwealth Statistician
end from evidence which was presented on
oath to the Royal Commission on Wheat
Marketing. All the figures can be verified
from official sources. They speak for them-
selves.

Although the wheatgrowers of Australia
have more than honoured their obligations
for past favours, they are still prepared to
adhere to the principle that in times of high
prices, the people of this country should not
be asked to pay an excessive price. Never-
theless, they should be asked to pay the cost
of production, plus,5 a reasonable living
allowance. 'We are not suggesting for one
moment that the people should have paid £1
a bushel for wheat, hut we do say they
should have paid the cost of production.
With reference to stock feed, we are under
no obligation to sell stock feeders cheap
wheat. I willingly admit that the stock in-
dustry must be maintained in Western Aug-
tralia, but it is not the responsibility of one
section only to maintain it.

I do not know the ins and outs of the
poultry or the dairying industry, but I
should like to quote figure.6 relating to the
p~ig- industry' over the war period. At
thle heginninET of the war, heavy bacon
pigs. were worth from 75s. to 80s. each. By
1.944-45 their value had risen from 120s. to
130q. By the end of December, 1947, the
value of the same class of pig rose from
160s. to 180s. U~nder those circumstances
there is no reason whatever why those people
should not pay the value of this product
which they use for fattening; or at least, if
it is necessary for the economy of this
country that they should. receive some con-
cession, it is the responsibility of the
country. We have had no stabilisation
sc-heme submitted to us. There has never
been anything that was stabilised about it.

I do know that the very first instructions
that the Commerce Department received
when the first stabilisation scheme was put
lip were that they were to see that they de-
vised a scheme that would not run the Trea-
surer into any danger of having to contribute
to it. The best of these schemes have been
equalisation schemes, and the great majority
have been nothing but devices by way of'
securing the wheat and national ising the
industry in Australia. If the Government
does succeed in doing that, it will be but a
very small step indeed to the nation alisation
of every other industry in this country.

I have spoken more particularly on the
financial aspect of this matter. The third
objection to it is the most vital of the lot.
Under this new.scheme the Minister for ('om-
merve has not relinquished any power that
he holds. He has retained to himself the
right to sell the product of the people at
any price he chooses; and the principle of
private ownership, I think, is the most vita!
one involved-far more vital than the
pounds, shillings and pence. We must re-
sist by every means possible the attempt of
the Commoiiwealth Government to put this
scheme into effect. But the farmers of
Western Australia are going to be given an
opportunity to decide for themselves what
will he done with the product they grow,
and T commend the Minister for Agreiniture
for the action he and Cabinet have taken in
this regard. The people will be given an
opportunity to decide whether they want
this scbeme just presented to, them by the
Commonwealth Government or a scheme
wvhich is being put up by the State; and I
hope that they will be given an opportunity
to see for themselves just what each implies.

I would far rather have a Common-
wealth scheme than a State scheme provided
it was equal and fair. But the scheme sub-
mitted by -Mr. Pollard is one which, in the
first instance, does not provide for the cost
of production;, and which, in the second in-
stance, makes one section of the community
responsible for subsidising another section;
and thirdly is one whereby the Minister re-
tains to himself the right to sell the pro.-
duct of the individual where and how he
likes. There are people who say that a
State, scheme cannot work satisfactorily.
The facts disprove that very much. We
have only to compare similar schemes on an
Australia-wide basis and on a State-wide
basis to find out just how much it would be
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of benefit to Western Australia to have its
own State scheoe. Uf we take the Australia-
wide -wheat crhp of 140,000,000 bushels,
with 60,000,000 bushels used internally, and
take,- the Western Australian wheat crop of
31,000,000 bushels of saleable wheat with a
home consumption of 4,500,000 bushels,
which in the first instance allows 80,000,000
bushels to be sold oversea on an Australia-
wide basis and 26,500,000 bushels on a
Western Australian basis, we find this:
That if such a scheme had opetated with
the average price of 18s. 6d. a bushel, which
was the price at which our wheat was sold
oversen, it would have resulted in a State
pool receiving a benefit of 2s. 6.205d.

If we had come down to the price for
which wheat was to be sold under this Com-
monwealth or international wheat agree-
ment, of 12s. a bushel, we find that the State
would still have had a benefit of Is. 3.389d.
If we come down still further-as the wheat
mnust come down under the international
agreemient-to 9s., we would still have a
benefit to Western Australia of 7.585d.
And if we come right down to 4s. 2d.-and
I have taken that because I think that is
what it would be if the International Wheat
Agrecupent. did -omle into operation-and
we received the minimum price at the end
of the five years period, we would show a
loss of 5.746d. But by reason of the fact
that we are so much nearer to all the markets
Australia supplies we find that we have a
better freightage overea of 4W2 d. per bushel.
So wheat has to go as low as 4s. 2d. a bushel
in Western Australia before a Western Aus-
iralian pooi would lose more than 1 d. per
bushel.

There are people who say the wheat
market is going to drop very suddenly.
Members of the Commerce Department have
been saying that since 1941 but during the
intervening period wheat has risen from 4s.
to '21s. 6id. They are still saying it. I am
willing to admit the price of wheat has
dropped, but it. has been a man-made drop.
The price has decreased recently to 17s.
That has been brought about intentionally
by the Governments and not by the statistical
position. We find that in the Argentine
they have sold every bushel they possessed
at 30s. 3d.

When we talk about gluts of wheat I
would like to refer members to three men
who are noted for their kno wledg-e of the
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wheat industry and statistics. They are Sir
John Boyd Orr, a man who took such a
prominent part in feeding the world; the
Commonwealth Government's own adviser,
Mr. Bulcock; and, in Western Australia, a
man who is acknowledged as being a most
knowledgeable man on wheat statistics-
Mr. Harry Braine. All of them, in different
ways, have come to the same conclusion. I
would like to read what Sir John Boyd Orr
has to say. The following extract is from
"Elder's Weekly" of the 15th July, 1948-

Sir John Boyd Orr, retired Director General
of the Food and Agricultural Organisation of
United. Nations, gave an om~inous warning to
the we rld when lie spoke at London University
recently. There is no new land to be brought
under cultivation, he said, fertility is being lost
rapidlyv through erosion, thle world population
is risiag rapidly aiid, unless the nations turn
their attention from preparation for war to a
world-wide drive for miaximumi food production,
famine will bring our civilisation down in ruins.

I do not intend to weary the House with the
statistical position over the last 50 years,
but it proves this fact: That although the
wheat areas of the world have increased
somewhat during that period, they have iii
no way kept in line with the continually
expanding population. I understand that
the world's population is expanding at the
rate of 20 millions and more a year.
Although we have had wars throughout the
world, there are 200,000,000 more people
living in it today than in 1939. 1 am
willing to agree that they are not all wheat-
eaters! hut it must be borne in mind, that be-
cause Japan over-ran so many of the rice-
fields of the world, there are many millions
of people eating bread today who did not
previously do so, who will not be anxious
to ease being consumers of bread. That
makes the normal wheat position very safe
indeed from any fear of over-production.
I have here another quotation I would like
to read from. "Wheat Notes," No. 171. It
is as follows:-

Recent sales news included the important
official announcement that Argentina has sold
the Inst of her 1947-48 exportable wheat sur-
plus. As thle Australian surplus also has been
sold we canl note that the surplus of the great-
est cotnbined ciop, save one, that the Southern
rlemi~here exporting countries hare ever
grown has been completely sold before the
next crop is well out of the ground-indeed,
before some of it is seeded. The Argentine
wheat was sold at prices considerably in excess
of those asked for Australian wheat yet was
sohl quiekly. This is indicative of the keen
world demand for wheat.

123



124 ASSEMBLY.]

I am firmly convinced that there is no
reason why the people of Western Australia
should fear a local wheat marketing scheme.
For very many years to come it must be
profitable to the people of this country, and
I think they would be extremely well advised
to have such a scheme rather than let the
Commonwealth Government socialise our
wheat industry.

Eon. F. J. S. Wise: I think it is quite
right they should be allowed to decide that.

Mr. ACKLAND: And they will be. A
lot of play is made of tile fact that the
(CommonwvealIth (1 overnment hats guaranteed
Us. 3d. per bushel. There is not the slightest
fear of that Government being called upon
to honour the agreement, or having to pay
until 1052 that price for the wheat exported
from Westcrn Australia. It is very pleas-
ing to know that the Government has decided
to conduct a referendum and allow the
people themselves to decide what they shall
do with their own product. The following
is one of the objects appearing in the con-
stution of the industrial organisation of the

primary pro ddcers of Western Australia:-
'To oppose nil1 attempts to undermine the

vital principle that thle produce of the land
belongs ini its entirety tn the producer, sub-
ject olyv to the payinent of his lust debts.

Those people who say that the wheat be-
longs, to the Commonwealth want to ask
themselves if the things they produce with
their own hands or the commodities in the
big departmental stores in Hay-street be-
long to the people of Australia or those
who handle them. Exactly the same thing
applies to the man who works with his
hands in any walk of life. We must he
particularly careful to keep to ourselves the
ownership and right of property. I think
it was in 1215 that the people of Brtiaiu de-
cided that they were not going to he con-
trolled by the Government or the State, hut
rather that the State should he the servant
and not the master of the people.

There are two or three other matters, such
as railways and native settlements, on which
I wish to speak, but they will have to be
left to some other time. T would, however,
like to make a brief reference to education.
We have had a tremendous amount of criti-
cism during the last two days of what has
happened during the past year. Well, in
my electorate, education was in a state of
absolute chaos on the 1st April last year.

Consolidated schools have been established.
Their establishment, in itself, was a very
gwrl move. lbut the whole scheme wan,
started without any preparation for the
accommodation of the children. There were,
ini my district, instances of parents building
a very temporary shed so that the eight or
ninie children at a siding could receive some
education.

All at once, bus services poured into the
place and the childr~en -were taken1 to a
draughty hall. Inl two other instances, every
available building which could be used as
school accommodation was taken over in
two townships. We found in each in.,tance
the school spread over the whole town. The
teachers at the schools would be mnore than
a quarter of a mile apart. But although
there remains very much to be done, I must
express appreciation to the.- Minister for
Education for the fact that he has attended
to the most pressing circumstances in that
district. We have in some. instances had
sr-hool. moved thalt had been left vacant.
In two other eases, new buildings have been
erected which have somewhat relieved the
position andl madie it possible for the ehildrr
to be taught under something like reasonable
conditions. I do not want the Minister for
Education to run away with the idea that
all that is needed in that electorate has been
done. But I do say that he is dealing with
these matters in priority of urgency. The
result has been very gratifying.

I niust ask the indulgence of this House
to bring up still one other matter. I
listened with the greatest attention last week
to the Speech by the Lieut.-Governor when
I hoped to hear some referenice to the Gov-
ernment's intentions to deal with Com-
munism in this State. I do believe that it is
the Government's intention to do something,
and that action will be taken. I ain, how -ever, somewhat restive because of the ever-
growing incidence of Communism throughout
Australia. We have instances of it in many
places. I quite realise the difficulties of a
State Government. This is really the respon-
sibility of the Commonwealth Parliament,
but we know full well that that body is not
very likely to take any action. It has used
these people too much in the past. I admit
the Commonwealth Parliament is worried
now because the Communists are getting
somewhat out of hand. But that Parlia-
ment's past performances have been such
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that we can only assume that we 'are not
likely to receive any relief from it. Though
we cannot ban Communists or expel them
from the shores of Western Australia, we
have a State civil service which is under the
authority of this Government. It must be
known to aLl members of the community
that we have Communism in many places
in our civil service. We know that we have
it in the Midland Junction Workshops,
on the wharves at Fremantle and in many
other places,

Hon. A. R. G3. Hawke: What about the

11 niversity?7

Mr. ACKLANDI: The best way to combat
Communism is to deal with it through our
educational system. It may surprise mem-
bers to know that I have tried for months
to get detailed information on the activities
of these people. It is startling when one
realises that the small percentage of Com-
munists in Australia-I have read that there
are only 16,000 of them-in a population of
7,500,000 or 8,000,000 have such influence.
Why is it that people who are well aware of
Communistic influences are afraid to open
their mouths? They will tell us about it in
confidence, but as soon as we ask permission
to use the information they become afraid
of what might happen to them. When
16,000 people can bring about a fear com-
jplex in nearly 8,000,000 people it is time
that we, as a Government, were up and do-
ig. I have been told that in the metropoli-
tan area there are classes of boys in the
schools wvho know more about Joe Stalin
and Russia than they do about the British
Empire.

In my own electorate there were two
teachers who refused to co-operate with me
in picking prize winners for citizenship
prizes, because they said it was not demo-
cratic. I understand that most of the
teachers in my electorate received a circular
letter asking them not to co-operate in
choosing children to receive such prizes.
That sounds ridiculous, but it is a fact. I
am told that there is one teacher in a
country district who has refused to allow
the National Anthem to be sung in his
school, and who would not allow the Union
JTack to he flown on appropriate occasions.
So sure am I of the hold of Communism on
our educational system that I ask the Minis-
ter to lay on the Table of this House a re-
port by the C.L.B. on Communism in the

educational system of this State-Con-
mumsix right from the University, as the
Leader of the Opposition said, down to the
kindergarten.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Has such an investi-

gation been ]uade?'

Air. ACKLAND: I am asking that that
report bo laid on the Table of the House.

H~on. F, J. S. Wise: But has an investi-
gation of that kind been made?

Mr. ACKLAND: My information is that.
it has been made, but, if not, it cant be made.-
I want such a report to be laid on the Table,,
and I' believe it will be a great surprise to'
many people, and an embarrassment, as
wvoll. I do not think Communism is the
greatesit danger iji Australia today. The
Leader of the Opposition gave a most inter-
esting lecture this afternoon on what had
been Cone by the explorersa of this State,
and said that we would not like to go back
to the days of "Dad and Dare," We would
not, but this country 'would be better if we
wont back to the spirit of such people. To-
day, in nil seetions of the community, theme
is growing a psychology to give as little as
possible and demand as much as possible.

The Leader of the Opposition had much
to say about increasing costs. The 40-hour
week would not be so bad if men would
work for 40 hours a week, but no matter
whether he is a coalminer;, a transport
worker, a distributor of goods, a manufac-
turor or a professional man, no-one today is
giving fair value for what he receives.
Everyone demands more and more, and ex-
pects to give less and less. While that atti-
tude Persists Australia will he a fine field
for Communism and for what the Com-
munistsi are trying to do, which is to bring
about disruption in all sections of our daily
life. This Parliament is lagging behind the
rest of the community. We 6n1 that Labour
unions, the R.S.L., municipalities aind all
kinds of public bodies and people are now
taking a stand against Communism. I will
read anl extract from a letter received by a
memiber of this House from the secretary of
a country road boarri. It states--

"'lit this board most emphatically, sup-
ports the resolution passed by the Midland
Juncticn Municipality calling on State and
Federal Gloverunents to take immediate action
to suppress the crimidnal conspiracy of the
Communists in this country to destroy by vio-
lence the Australian way of life.''
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Whilst ordinary political issues are outside
the scope oif local government, when the safety
of the Realm is endangered, as it undoubtedly
is, by the disruptive measures of Communism
on behalf of Russian Imperialism, it is the
concern of every individual and organisation
in the Commonwealth.

The same grim ruthless violence exhibited
by Comimunist activities in Europe and Aqia.
is becoming apparent in this country, and when
the ordlinary decent folk of Australia are re-
peatedly denied coal for lighting and heating,
and essential commodities are held up by for-
eign imported agitators, it is evident that some-
thing more siniser than political philosophy
is involved.

When 10,000 people can causie such a fear
vomplex in nearly 8,000,000 people that it is
impossible to find anyone to give definite in-
formation about the Communists, it is time
that this State Government was up and do-
ig. I believe members on the other side of
the Hlouse are just as interested as is anyone
on the Government side, and I think such a
step wouldl receive support from all mesa-
hers, irrespective of party. I ask the Premier
to do something in this matter, and again I
ask the Minister for Education, for the in-
forluation. of nmenbers, to lay on the Table
of the House the report I have asked for.

On motion by Mr. Needham, debate
adjourned.

OOMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees appointed by that House.

BI-SU1'fLY (No. 1), £3,800,000.

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

House adjourned at 9.40 p.m.

'Jseizlathxz (lgounrcif.

Thursday, 209th July, 1948.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-rn., and read prayers.

QUESTION.

ROYAL COMMISSIONSF.

-,Is to Corern-rent's Appointments, ('%st, etc.

Hon. (,'. FRASER (for H1on. GI- Bennetts)
asked the (Chief Secretary:

(1) How many Royal Commissions have
been autborised by the preseont (lovernment

-sneit obtained power onl the 1st April,
1947?

(2) What has been the total cost to the
taxpayers of those Royal Conimaissions and
the separate cost of each?

(3) On what specific busines.6 did each
Commission investigate?

(4) Has the Government acted on the
findings of those Royal Commissions? If
not, why not'I

(5) What wvas the total number of days
on which each Royal Commission took evi-
dence?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

(1) Six.

(2) (a) Railway Administration and Mlid-
land junction Workshops, including Coal
andi "S" and "DD" locomotives, £6,420 1s.
10d.; (b) Workers' Compensation, £1,021
INs. 6d.;, (c) Milk, £120 Ss. 24;- (d) lions-
sag, £578 2s. 3d.; (e) Betting, £1,621 s.
21l.; (f) "Municipal Boundaries (incom-
plete); Total, £9,765 4s. 4d.

(3) Terms of reference published in the
"Government Gazettes of :-(a) 4th July,
1947, and 5th September, 1947; (b) 25th
July,xIP)47:. (e) 7th November, 1947; (d)
7th November, 1947; (v) 19th 'March, 1948;
(f) 12th December, 1947, and 21st "May,
1948.

(4) in some eases action is already bring-
taken. In others it is under consideration.
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